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Have you ever been in a deep fog.   Where the fog is so thick you can barely see 10 feet in 

front of you?  It’s one of those fogs where you just know that if school were in session, school 

will be cancelled.  If you are out driving in this fog, you use your other senses and resources to 

see.  You listen more carefully, you run the wipers to clear the windshield, you look deeply for 

lights coming towards you.  You drive slower.  You try to observe more.   You are not able to 

see as much or drive as fast as you normally would.  


And then you get to a clear spot and you can see so much better.  You are comforted because 

you know exactly where you are and you can go “back to normal”.   While you are out of the 

fog, you may turn up the radio, drive faster, let your mind wander... you may try to figure out 

why it was really foggy in one area and completely clear in another.  You may go on to think 

through other challenges you are having in your day or life.  You stop focusing on the fog and 

on finding your way and move to other things.  You stop paying attention.


While you were in the fog, though, you had no choice but to clear your mind of other things 

and focus on getting where you are going safely.  You trusted in the roads, you hoped other 

people respected the rules of the road and you know God is there with you.  If there is another 

person in the car, they help you look and give you comfort just by being there.  You really don’t 

wonder why the fog is there, you are happy to have a companion and are glad when you get 

where you are going safely.  


The blind man in our story today is like us when we are in the fog.  He can’t see, but he trusts 

in others to help him through life.  He trusts in God and believes in God’s saving Grace.  


The Jews and Pharisees could see perfectly, but had trouble just accepting the fact that the 

blind man was healed by Jesus, and now can see like them.  Jesus healed the blind man on 

the Sabbath, and by the law, sinned.  The Pharisees wanted to know how this man, Jesus, 

healed the blind man.  They asked the blind man and the blind man matter of factly explained 

what had happened and that he believed that Jesus was God.  The blind man didn’t try to 

explain how it happened, he just believed.   The Pharisees and Jews were stuck in their rules, 
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and in their smarts.  The Pharisees’ and Jews’ egos prevented them from seeing their neighbor 

in need, and from rejoicing with him when he was healed.  The Pharisees were blind to the man 

in need AND to Jesus’ healing.  They missed the point!  They did not provide comfort.


When we are in pain, when our world is upside down, when we don’t know what to do, we 

often try to figure out why.  We use phrases like “God has a plan” or “It was meant to be” or 

“Everything happens for a reason” or “God never gives you more than you can handle.”  We 

focus on why it happened or how we got there, rather than on seeing the person in need.  We 

become afraid, we let fear control us.  We do and say things we might not normally do.  We 

forget how to walk with God.  We forget to comfort others.  Evil, in the way of fear and 

selfishness creeps in.  We might say that this is “God’s Plan.”  Jacqueline Busse in “Outlaw 

Christian” names this as one of the myths we tell ourselves.  We try to defend God, we try to 

explain why bad things happen.  We miss the point!


We are born into this world and are welcomed into God’s family.  But we too become blind and 

may act like the Jews and Pharisees in the story.  Yet, we know that God sent His only Son, 

Jesus, to die on the cross for our sins, and by God’s saving grace, we who believe, will be 

united with God and with one-another forever when we leave this world.  


However, in between our births and deaths, it is messy.  Bad things happen:  there are fires, 

there are earthquakes, Covid-19 disrupts our lives and hurts us, we have cancer in our midst, 

heart attacks strike us, there are hurt feelings and ugly behavior.  You name it, evil is around.  

Good things happen too:  there is sunshine, we see signs of spring, we can worship where we 

please, we can choose our own path, we have science and technology to make our lives 

easier.  God’s people are in the world to help us.


Jesus loves us and knows that bad things happen.  When they do, Jesus never blames, Jesus 

walks with us and sends people to comfort us.  We are the people Jesus is sending to 

comfort others, to pray, to provide food, to be with those who are hurting, to be the friend in 

the car with you in the fog.   We are God’s people, who were once blind, but today God 

wants us to See.
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We need to admit that there is evil in the world, to recognize it, to give it a name, to admit that 

it is blinding us.  In faith, we name out loud what is hurting us:  


We lament:  that we can’t go and do the things we want, that we couldn’t have the basketball 

tournaments, that restaurants and hair salons, and many other things are closed, that people 

are out of work.  We lament that we can’t physically hug each other.  We lament that life is not 

normal.  After we name the evil out loud, we may even become angry with God.  That’s ok.  

God can handle it!  


Sometimes we see too clearly and try to explain, we try to reason, we try to figure out why 

something bad happened.  Although we have science, medicine, and the great internet, we 

miss the point.  We cause anxiety and fear in ourselves and in our neighbor.  We are blind.  We 

forget that God is good, that we will be reunited with God, and that we are called to comfort 

God’s people.


In faith, and knowing that Jesus walks with us, we name out loud what is trying to blind us. We  

then can find ways to comfort those in need.  Pray for others, call your friends and neighbors, 

connect, help where you can, sing a song, listen to the birds, look for the new growth, be a 

comfort to those in need. Give yourself a hug.  Smile through the internet and over the phone.  

Remember God is with us and loves us.   


You may know that a few of us made simple meals for those in need on Wednesday.  These 

meals were ready to be picked up, or were delivered.  (Please be assured we practiced safe 

social distancing and safe food practices as we were helping others.)


Two of these meals were picked up by a couple in our congregation, after they took the meals, 

they sent in this note.  


We have elderly neighbors.  Both struggle with their health.  We have offered to help numerous 

times, but being strong in their faith, they denied it as God would provide.  We once again 

reached out, offering our Lenten Wednesday meals.  They FINALLY accepted with more 

Page 3



Message for Sunday, March 29,  2020;  John 9:24-39 
Ezekiel 37:1-4 Psalm 130 Romans 8:6-11

appreciation than I could have imagined.  They didn't have dinner for that evening.  They have 

always penny pinched, and in a time like this I can't imagine.  We waved at one another through 

our windows.  We are so thankful for our church and for the ladies still making these.  I truly 

believe they finally accepted because the food came from our church and from God.  Because, 

before that they would not let us do errands or make them food!  

Isn’t it amazing how God opens our eyes and allows us to accept comfort and help!  Thank you 

to all who were part of this story.  And Thank You to all who use this story as inspiration in 

helping others open their eyes to God’s grace and comfort.


Dear Friends in Christ, what fog is in your eyes? Are you the chatterbox beside the driver, 

causing her or him to loose focus?  Or are you the comforter helping to steer the car through 

the fog?  Name the fog, be a comfort to others, help where you can, pray for comfort, patience, 

and guidance.  Pray to have the fog and/or mud removed from your eyes.


You are God’s hands and feet and together we are called to comfort others.  You are not called 

to explain why or to take away their pain.  The Holy Spirit does the hard work.  You are just 

called to be there to show  God’s Love, to be God’s hands and feet, to provide comfort and 

warmth to those in need. 


As you go forth in this time of uncertainty, Be Calm in Christ, Connect with others, and Comfort 

those in need. 


Amen.


Sermon Take-Aways:

What is the good news that I need to hear?  God calls us to comfort those in pain.  We can’t 
solve their problems, we can’t explain why things are happening, we just need to focus on how 
we can comfort those who need help. 

What is the Law?  I need to fix things, I need to explain things, I can remove the evil 

How does this speak to our life today?  Today more than ever, we need to be calm in Christ, 
Connect with one another, and care for our neighbors in need.
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