
2020 The Year of Mission:  We are Water?   

Up to 60% of the human body is water.  About 71% of the Earth’s sur-

face is water-covered. And in scripture the word water shows up 722 

times.  So one could argue that water is one of the most important 

and powerful gifts God has given to us for life, healing, and clarity 

about who we are and who God is.   

So, for the next two months we will be focusing on the gift of water in 

scripture and how God uses water to transform our life through it.  For 

example, this fountain caught my eye as I was leaving the eye doctor’s office.  I had never noticed 

that there was a fountain there until it was completely frozen.  What a powerful and beautiful crea-

tion God made just with the gift of water.  It’s beauty sparkled in the sunlight like stained glass, but 

is this water transforming lives or bringing new life?  Or is this water content to stay put?   

With the “Year of the Mission,” the Bishop is challenging us to notice God outside the walls of our 

sanctuary.  And our theme verse comes from John 20:21 Jesus said, “Peace be with you, as the 

Father has sent me, so I send you!” So, the Bishop is challenging every congregation to look at 

how they are being sent into the community to offer God’s peace?   

A great story in the bible about water and God’s mission of peace comes to us in John 4 where the 

Samaritan woman comes to the well to draw water and has an encounter with Jesus. The woman, 

an outsider, comes to draw water during the hottest time of the day hoping no one else will be there 

to judge her because of her past.  Even though she tried to hide, she couldn’t deny Jesus’ invitation 

for “living water”!  She was so transformed by that encounter with Jesus and water, that she left her 

jar behind and returned to her community unashamed of what they knew about her, because of her 

renewed faith of what Jesus saw in her.     

Who doesn’t need a new beginning from time to time in our lives? Looking for a new purpose? A 

new job? A new perspective at a difficult situation?  Who doesn’t need to see ourselves more clear-

ly as Jesus sees us?  Over the next two months you will be given different opportunities to gather 

at the church and in the community to experience the gift of God’s wisdom through water.  We 

hope these experiences that our prayer team will offer will give you clarity and renewed hope 

through the gift of encountering Christ through water. If you have any questions as we go along, 

please don’t hesitate to contact me as we grow in faith and mission together.   

Pastor Melodi Hagen 



Trinity’s Stewardship Corner: Where are we seeing God’s gifts being received and shared?   
 

Thank: Thank you to everyone who brought in Christmas gifts or gave dona-
tions to families in crisis in the community.  Thank you for praying and support-
ing Redeemer Lutheran church in fixing their heating system.  
 

Tell: We have received many thank you notes from the Auglaize county crisis 
center saying: “God bless you! I’m having hard times more than ever, so I’m 
grateful for my son to have these gifts.”  “Thank you so much for helping my 
family be able to have a Christmas. You are truly a blessing!”  We also have re-
ceived words of Thanks from Pastor Lori at Redeemer: “We do not cease to 
give thanks for you and other communities like yours who have helped us this 
year!  We are so grateful for local plumbers and pipe fitters union for taking on 
our project and donating 100% of the labor.”  
 

Ask:  How has God abundantly given to you?  How might God be calling you to share your gifts with 
others?   
 

Support: Give a donation to Redeemer Lutheran church to support their ministries in the community.  
 

Service: Help our Sunday school families deliver bags of love on Feb. 2nd to our shut ins.  
 

Prayer practice:  Every time you drink a glass of water or wash your hands, say a prayer of thanks-
giving for someone in your life.   

Held Needed:   

God's Storehouse Pantry, located at 107 W. Pearl St. in Wapakoneta, is in need of some men and women 
volunteers. They are open Wednesday through Saturday mornings from 9 to 11:45. Carol Berg is the director 
and can give you information on volunteering, or stop in and check out their facilities if you’re not familiar 
with their operations. You can call 419-738-7458 to set up an appointment also.   

Wapak Loaves & Fishes News: 

Loaves and Fishes served 6931 meals in 2019.  The move to First English Church has been smooth and num-
bers attending as well as carry outs seems to have rise slightly.  

One hundred eighty eight meals were served the first dinner in January 2020.  The board will be meeting for 
its first meeting of the year and more information will follow in the March newsletter. Your continued support 
and prayers for this ministry is greatly appreciated.  

Mark you calendar as the following serving dates for Trinity will be, Feb 13th, May 28th, Aug 
27th and Oct. 15th.  

Water Faith Practices you can try on your own in February and March: 
-The Baptismal font will be located at the entrance of the sanctuary during February and March as 
an invitation to mark yourself with Christ’s promise as you are sent out to serve.  
-Place a small bowl of water at home, mark your kids, grandkids, mark yourself every day as a re-
minder that you are God’s chosen one.  
- Join our book club: Read “Out Law Christian: Finding Authentic Faith” by Jacqueline Bussie and dis-
cuss with us how it brings clarity to your faith about what you believe.     
-Art practice: Paint, draw or bring in your favorite paintings or pictures of your favorite water spots 
to display at the entrance of the sanctuary.   
-Sit or walk by a river, pond, or lake and ask God to give you clarity and wisdom about using your 
gifts for God’s mission.  



 

Redeemer Lutheran Church:  Hearts for Heat  

Redeemer Lutheran Church, our Mission Partner church in inner city Toledo, has been working without 
their heating system since last October.  Worship has been held in classrooms where elec-
tric heaters have been brought in so that they can continue with their after school pro-
grams, Pantry Days, and the continuing day to day mission and crisis events that walk 
through their doors. The staff have not missed a day, coming and working in coats, hats 
and gloves. 

Christmas programs with the children and families were held, and Christmas Eve service 
was experienced in a classroom around tables, with the scriptures read and heard in a 
new and amazing way. At the end of the reading, Pastor Lori said you could have heard a 
feather drop as the words “Mighty God, Wonderful Counsel, Prince of Peace” were 
choked out by the man reading.  They truly felt the birth of our Savior in a new and powerful way. 

Due to the fact that they have no duct work with the old boiler system, they have to go back to a two-part 
boiler system.  This week, as I am writing this, the project manager is meeting with all involved.  Tearing out 
the old should begin and the new system ordered.  Materials are coming at cost, plumber’s union will be 
donating the labor, but the cost is still just under $50,000.  At this date they have $18,000 and lots of letters 
out to our NWOS churches and Toledo organizations.  The first payment of $25,000 will be due upon arrival 
of the equipment. 

Enclosed you will find an envelope for your prayerful and heartfelt response to a fellow congregation in 
great need. Please return your envelope by February 16th by placing it in the Sunday collection plate or by 
mailing it to our church.  Trinity will be writing a check for the funds received. 

Thank you for your love, prayers, and generosity.  Blessings! 

The Community Chest of Hope Fund Report for 2019  
 

This fund was started in 2019 by members of our congregation as a way for congrega-
tion members to give money to help support people in need in our community.  Cur-
rently we have $9,151.97 in this fund.  We also moved funds from our old “Local be-
nevolence fund” into this new ministry fund.  In 2019 we gave out around $2,500 to 
people driving to treatments for cancer, having a difficult time paying bills, and to a 
family who lost everything in a fire.  We also hosted a dinner on Sunday, November 
17th sponsored by Thrivent, to educate people what this fund is for, and we also brain-
stormed ideas about how we might use this fund to help our neighbors in need in the 
future.   
 

Here are our priorities for 2020:  
• Supporting people in the community going through a crisis like cancer treatments, 
a fire, or a financial crisis. 

• Supporting local organizations who support people in crisis like the Family Crisis Center, Agape ministries 
in St. Marys, Micro pantries in the schools, and Loaves & Fishes.  

• Walking with or mentoring people after the crisis has occurred.  Do we line up drivers for doctor visits or 
going to the grocery store?  Offering Financial Peace University training or developing a mentoring pro-
gram.  

 

If you would like to give to this fund, there is a line item on your giving envelope to “Community Chest of 
Hope”.  If you know of someone in our community in need please talk to Pastor Melodi.   Thank you for your 
generosity and support.   

“There is only one happiness in this life: to love and be loved.” —George Sand  



We would like to thank everyone for all the cards and prayers of healing.  To up-
date everyone, Dave had surgery in November.  As of this day ,they do not see 
any live cancer cells.  He is on a chemo break until March.  He will have to con-

tinue the chemo at a later time as a preventative but for now we are enjoying the break.   The support has 
meant so much to all of us.  

Dave, Diane Blackburn and family 

 

Thank you to Trinity for being there for our family at this difficult time of losing Shery.  Thank you to Linell & 
Pastor Melodi for all the help with the service and to the ladies for the wonderful meal (there were so many 
compliments).  Special thanks to Pastor Melodi & Eric Hagen and Bob Engel for going above and beyond 
with their trip to Columbus. 

The Shery Miller Family 

“A smile is the light in your window that tells others that there is a caring, sharing person inside.” 

—Denis Waitley 

Hands in Mission News 

The Hands in Mission group is planning to complete a variety of projects this year.  

These include, but are not limited to, prayer shawls/blankets, small blankets for vet-

erans & nursing homes, quilts for World Relief, baby blankets/afghans, comfort pil-

lows, prayer beads, etc.  You are always invited to do projects of your own choosing 

during these meetings or help with other planned projects.  We will be meeting twice each month, and you 

can work on items at home on your own time.  You may come to as many of these as you would like.  There 

is quite a supply of yarn in many colors available for anyone wishing to use it.  Stop in and make selections.  

Come and share fellowship while you use your talents to help and impact others. 

Meetings for February are Wednesday, February 12 and Saturday, February 22 at 9:30 am. 

 “I Am They” is coming to St. Marys  

Saturday, March 14th at 7:30pm   

This band is one of Pastor Melodi’s favorites!  

So if you need a ride or want more               

information please talk to her.   

To purchase tickets you can go to 

www.itickets.com, or call 1-800-965-9324. 

Save the Date: February 29th 9:30am-3pm 

Mini Saturday Prayer Retreat on the Water at 

Pastor Doug & Carol Pretorius’ home in 

Wapakoneta.  For more details, please talk to 

Pastor Melodi.   

http://www.itickets.com


Regular Office hours are  

8:00 am-1pm,  

Monday through Friday. 

The deadline for  

information for the weekly bulletin is  

Thursday at 11:00 am.  

Deadline for the newsletter is the   

fifteenth of the month.   

F. Name L. Name Relationship Reason/Health Concern 

Mary Margaret Barlage Mother of Melissa Pfenning Stroke in eye 

David Blackburn Member Cancer 

Rose Casazza Mother of Mark Casazza Surgery 

Raeann Carothers Sister-in-law of Sue Carter ICU 

Beth Gast Sister of Wendy Bauer Diabetic issues 

Don Graves Father-in-law of Andrea Graves Cancer 

Gary & Sandra Honis Friend of Mark Casazza Health  

Kate Ingluedue Friend of Erika Myers Surgery 

Lila Schroer Friend of Merricle Family Cancer 

Carla Smith Sister-in-law of Chris Smith Accident 

Pam Steinke Friend of Betty Wellman Cancer 

Braxton Wagner-Ginter Nephew of Jane Vanover Cancer 

Shut-ins    

     Our Military Friends and Family: 

Greg Hare & wife Chrissy 

 Dane Chisholm, deployed to Middle East 

Jared Weeks 

Shut-ins:   

Dottie Hobler 

Richard & Dorothy Krites 

PRAYER CONCERNS  

We pray for all of these people both in front of the altar and in our hearts.  

We ask for God’s comforting hand upon them and their loved ones.  

Sarah Circle will meet on Monday 

February 17 at 1:00 pm.   

New members are always welcome. 

Dartball Schedule 

Feb 6  home vs. Montra 

Feb 13   @ Wapak 1st Meth. 

Feb 29  home vs. Botkins 

Feb 27  @ Anna 

Christian sympathy is extended to the 

families of Shery Miller and Betty 

Schwarck, who passed away in January. 



Council Meeting Highlights   

The Council minutes were not available yet at the time of this printing. 

However, a complete copy of the minutes is available in the office. 

 

Church Office:  

419-738-6547  

419-394-3198 

trinitylc@bright.net 

secretary@trinity-moulton.com 

Pastor Melodi: 

701-331-9412 

mhagen001@luthersem.edu 

Assets as of November 19, 2019 

Endowment Fund                 

  $ 61,705.82 

Minster Bank    

  $103,013.22 

Total Assets    

  $164,719.04 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 

President:  Jason Risner 

Vice-President:  Deb Sommerville 

Trustees:  Mark Casazza,  Wayne Kentner, 
Jerry Sawmiller 

Elders:  Bonnie Greve, Kathy Moellenkamp 

Deacons:  Mike Smith, Tim Hemleben,     
Deb Monnin 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

Jan 5  80 

Jan 12  86 

Jan 19  74 
 

AVERAGE:  80 

Thank you to everyone who gave to Trinity in memory of 

Sheryl Miller and Betty Schwarck. 

    
Jan 1 - 22, 

2020  Budget 

Ordinary Income/Expense    

  Income    

   Altar Flower Income 70.00  85.75 

   Current Envelope Income 8,322.00  10,190.20 

   Current Loose Income 187.00  354.84 

   Initial Offering Envelop 160.00  106.45 

   Interest Income 0.00  5.91 

   Parsonage Rent Received 750.00  532.26 

  Total Income 9,489.00  11,275.41 

  Expense    

   Benevolence - Global 0.00  17.74 

   Benevolence - Regional 0.00  206.99 

   
Christian Education and 
Growth 0.00  189.24 

   Church Property 2,702.14  2,699.73 

   Office 690.46  985.86 

   Other Professional Support 1,677.83  2,095.73 
   Pastoral Support 2,521.67  5,682.44 

   Stewardship 0.00  11.83 

   Witness and Fellowship 0.00  70.95 

   Worship 160.00  359.26 

  Total Expense 7,752.10  12,319.77 


