
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year of Scripture 2019:  

Resting in the Wisdom of God setting us free. 

 
Now what?  The Year of Scripture is almost over.  The Year of Mission is next, now what?  Many people 
have said to me, “We are going to continue our retreats next year aren’t we?”   
 
Thank God for the season of Advent.  For the season of waiting and resting in God’s wisdom and waiting 
on God to birth new life for us.  Following our final retreat on the 5 elements in which we encounter God’s 
wisdom, I find myself just wanting to rest here for a moment.  I find myself just needing to ponder, “What 
just happened to me and to us?”  And “What wisdom is God calling us to share with others?   
 
After Mary received the wisdom of God, literally in her body, she went to her dear cousin Elizabeth for 
wisdom.  She too was pregnant with John the Baptist and when Mary showed up, Elizabeth was filled with 
God’s wisdom too.  But, did they go and start telling everyone about the news?  Did they get to work pre-
paring for their children to come?  After Mary’s beautiful song about what has happened to her Luke says, 
Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. (Luke 1:56) 
 
As you gather these next three busy weeks at people’s homes for dinner, sharing gifts, playing games, and 
visiting, may you also create space to continue to dwell in God’s wisdom.  A quiet prayer practice.  A read-
ing of God’s word.  A card sent to an old friend.  A phone call to a long distance relative. A meal for a 
neighbor in need. In this season of Advent, what will be your faith practice to abide in God’s wisdom?  In 
this season of transition from Year of Scripture to Year of God’s Mission, how might God be calling you to 
return “home”?  To return to resting in the freedom of God’s wisdom and not our own.  This is the true gift 
of Christmas! Amen.  Pastor Melodi Hagen  



Trinity’s Stewardship Corner: Where are we seeing God’s gifts being received and shared?   
 

Thank: Thank you to our veterans who have served our country and who continue to 
serve among us. Thank you to our Thrivent members and people who have given funds 
to the “Community Chest of Hope” fund.  Thank you for your prayers and support of 
“The Year of Scripture” Retreats and our MICAH partnership.  
 

Tell: During our cross-generational Sunday School we blessed over 20 tree ornaments 
to be sent to our veterans to thank them for being a blessing to us. Thrivent sponsored a 
lunch for our community chest of Hope ministry to brain storm ideas of how we can 
better serve our community together.  Following our final Micah retreat many people 
said, “I just love these retreats.  Will they continue?”  
 

Ask: How are you seeing God generously give you gifts?  How might God be calling 
you to share your gifts with others?  
 

Support: Give a donation of money or your time to someone in need in our community for Christmas.  
 

Service: Help put up the decorations in the church or help put away the decorations after Christmas.  
 

Prayer: Join us on the darkest day of the year, Thursday, Dec. 19th to pray with and for those who feel as though 
they are alone in their darkness.  

Christmas Families 
Plans are once again underway for the Christmas Angel project.  We 
are in the process of gathering information on three or four families to 
adopt.  Once we get the information put together, we will be posting 
angels on the wall by the main south entrance. 
We will need to have all gifts back to the church by Sunday, December 
15

th
.  Child gifts do not need wrapped, just bring them in with the Angel 

attached.  Mom gifts can be wrapped and is much appreciated. 
Any questions, please talk to Eric & Melissa Pfenning. 

Blue Christmas Service Dec. 19th 6:30pm at Trinity Lutheran.   
A community wide prayer service on the darkest day of the year to 
pray and support one another who may be having a difficult time cele-
brating because of the loss of a loved one, loss of a job, or someone 
just needing time to pause in the busyness of the season to just be.  
All are welcome to join us in the dark as we pray, listen for God’s word, and light a candle in hope for 
God to answer our prayers.  If you would like to help with the service please call Pastor Melodi at 
Trinity Lutheran.  

Christmas Youth Worship Service Sunday, Dec. 22nd at 10:15am.  The kids will 

proclaim the good news that our savior has come through song and drama.           

Christmas Eve Worship and Candlelight service will be Dec. 24th at 7:30pm.  

All are welcome!   

“More light than we can learn, more wealth than we can treasure, more love than we can earn, more peace 

than we can measure, because one Child is born.”—Author unknown  



 

Pastor Melodi, “Funeral Dinner Team”, Trinity 

members, 

Thank you so much for your love & support during 

the past few weeks.  My comfort comes from know-

ing Mom is in heaven with my dad. 

Darlene, Jason, & boys 

Announcing the birth of Lincoln David Zink.  
He was born to Luke and Laia Zink on Novem-
ber 7 at 10:19 pm, 7 lbs. and 20 in.  Grandpar-
ents are Paul & Diana Zink; great-grandparents 

are Richard & Dorothy Krites. 

Annual Meeting Dec. 8th at 11:30 in the Sanctuary.  All are welcome! 

The banner for Redeemer was 

delivered to them on            

November 14. 

The Annual Veterans 

Breakfast, held on    

November 3, was a hit. 

Perfect As Is 

Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that he gave 

his only Son. The only requirement is to believe in him. The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting 

life.  —Corrie ten Boom  



Regular Office hours are  

8:00 am-1:pm,  

Monday through Friday. 

Hours the week of  

Christmas and New Years 

will vary.  Call ahead if 

you need anything. 

The deadline for  

information for the weekly bulletin is  

Thursday at 11:00 am.  

Deadline for the next newsletter is 

the   fifteenth of the January.   

F. Name L. Name Relationship Reason/Health Concern 

Mary Margaret Barlage Mother of Melissa Pfenning Stroke in eye 

David Blackburn Member Cancer 

Beth Gast Sister of Wendy Bauer Diabetic issues 

Gary & Sandra Honis Friend of Mark Casazza Health  

Lila Schroer Friend of Merricle Family Cancer 

Carla Smith Sister-in-law of Chris Smith Accident 

Pam Steinke Friend of Betty Wellman Cancer 

Terry  Tangeman Friend of Lawrence & Karen Dietz Accident  

Bill Troy Member Health 

Braxton Wagner-Ginter Nephew of Jane Vanover Cancer 

Eileen Werling Member Health  

Shut-ins    

     Our Military Friends and Family: 

Greg Hare & wife Chrissy 

 Dane Chisholm 

Jared Weeks 

Shut-ins:   

Dottie Hobler 

Richard & Dorothy Krites 

Betty Schwarck 

PRAYER CONCERNS  

We pray for all of these people both in front of the altar and in our hearts.  

We ask for God’s comforting hand upon them and their loved ones.  

Sarah Circle will meet on Monday 

Dec 16 and Jan 20 at 1:00 pm.   

New members are always welcome. 

Dartball Schedule 

Dec 5 @ Botkins 

Dec 12 home v. Anna 

Dec 19 @ Jackson North 

Dec 26 @ Clay 

Jan 2 @ Harvest Baptist 

Jan 9 home v. Jackson Twp. 

Jan 16 @ Wapak UCC 

Jan 23 home v. Wapak Salem 

Jan 30 @ Jackson South 

Christian Sympathy is extended to 

the family of Leona Burrell.  Leona 

is the mother of Darlene Risner. 

Christian Sympathy is also extend-

ed to the family Nelson Smith. 



Council Meeting Highlights  A complete copy of the minutes is available in the office. 

• Pastor Melodi will be off November 25-30 

• Apprpoved Agenda and slate of officers for Annual Meeting 

• Approved budget proposal for 2020 

• Approved membership of Steve & Terry Nelson and Vincent “Ed” 
Smith 

• Trinity Treats will not be done this year 

• Decorating for Advent will be November 24 at 1:30 

• Established Endowment Fund Trustees 

 

Church Office:  

419-738-6547  

419-394-3198 

trinitylc@bright.net 

secretary@trinity-moulton.com 

Pastor Melodi: 

701-331-9412 

mhagen001@luthersem.edu 

Assets as of November 19, 2019 

Endowment Fund                 

  $ 61,705.82 

Minster Bank    

  $102,968.72 

Total Assets    

  $164,674.54 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 

President:  Tracey Wright 

Vice-President:  Deb Sommerville 

Trustees:  Mark Casazza,             
Keith Ferrand, Jerry Sawmiller 

Elders:  Bonnie Greve, Jason Risner 

Deacons:  Mike Smith, Chris Smith, 
Van Wright 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

Oct 27  72 

Nov 3  88 

Nov 10 77 

Nov 17 89 
 

AVERAGE:  81 

    Jan 1 - Nov 19,  Budget 

Ordinary Income/Expense    

  Income    

   Current Envelope Income 133,810.53  143,993.05 

   Current Loose Income 3,762.52  5,316.67 

   Initial Offering Envelop 143.00  173.00 

   Interest Income 175.00  88.61 

   Kids Collection Income 2,606.45  1,506.39 

   Parsonage Rent Received 8,250.00  7,975.00 

   Realized Gains and Losses 1,700.53  0.00 

   Sunday School Income 487.76  1,102.59 

   Synod Benevolence Income 14,889.20  12,937.23 

  Total Income 165,824.99  173,092.54 

  Expense    

   Benevolence - Global 14,330.20  13,203.06 

   Benevolence - Regional 5,008.26  5,759.72 

   Christian Education and Growth 2,185.74  3,335.55 

   Church Property 21,813.72  25,043.86 

   Office 12,051.55  12,139.57 

   Other Professional Support 31,405.25  30,442.79 

   Pastoral Support 78,572.87  76,862.16 

   Payroll Expenses 0.00  0.00 

   Stewardship 657.76  620.29 

   Witness and Fellowship 1,056.15  1,240.56 

   Worship 3,822.78  3,965.34 

  Total Expense 170,904.28  172,612.90 
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