
2019 Year of Scripture: Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel? 

Acts 1:6  

Is this my time?  Is this your time?  What time is it?  During this year of scrip-

ture there has always been a burning question God’s people have always wanted 

to know…Is this the time?  Finally, has our savior come to set us free? And at 

the beginning of Acts after Jesus has taught and modeled for God’s people what 

God’s kingdom looks like, he finally goes to the cross and shows them exactly 

what the gift of time is really about, death and resurrection.  We often just think 

about our time here on earth and wanting to be free from our own fears and pains of this world just like the 

disciples.  But God’s time is everlasting.  God’s time is always about death and resurrection.  God’s time is 

not for us to know, but instead a gift for us to steward. 

Above you see a picture of my time away to Holden Village in the Cascade mountains of Washington.  What 

a gift!  But, last February when I was told we couldn’t go to Haiti, those words didn’t appear to be a gift at all.  

“But that’s my time away!  That’s my time to serve and be renewed!  Why God would you take that time 

away from me?”  At the time, I couldn’t understand why God would not allow us to go to the mountain in 

Haiti to share God’s grace and love in God’s kingdom.  Still to this day, I don’t know why, but what I did with 

my grief is to ask God, “What do you want me to do with my time off then?  If it’s not Haiti, then where?  

And When?”  

Now, six months later, after coming off another spiritual high mountain top experience, I still don’t know 

why, but I realized I don’t need to know why; I just need to know God’s kingdom is present everywhere.  

God’s kingdom is present in the mountains of Haiti and Holden Village, and God’s kingdom is present in the 

plains in Moulton, OH.  Every time people from Holden asked me where I was from I told them Ohio and 

they said, “Wow, that’s courageous to come all the way out here!”  And yet, I wasn’t feeling very courageous 

at all.  I was missing my Haiti mountain. I was feeling guilty about leaving my family behind. I didn’t know 

why God brought me to this mountain, but I was grateful for the time I got to spend with a dear friend, a new 

faith community, and having my family and congregation support me on the journey. 

Lord, is this time?  I don’t know what time or season of life this is for you?  I know you really want to know.  

Your anxious mind wants to know, thinking more knowledge will take away the fear or pain.  But Jesus says, 

“It’s not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But, you will re-

ceive power through the gift of the Holy Spirit, and you will be Christ witnesses.” Acts 1:7-8. Whatever 

mountain awaits ahead of you to climb, please know you are not alone.  The power of the Holy Spirit is with 

you and so are we at Trinity. We are on this hike together, and we are gifted with this time to be with you.  

Amen.  



Trinity’s Stewardship Corner: Where are we seeing God’s gifts being received and shared?   

Thank: Thank you to everyone who helped with our fall clean up and gave dona-
tions for our Community Chest of Hope Fund.  

Tell: We had many hands and hearts cleaning, fixing, and caring for the ins and 
outs of our worship space.  One member said, “It was nice to visit with other 
members while we worked who I don’t normally get to talk to.” We have re-
ceived over $7,000 and we have given out over $1,000 from our Community 
Chest of Hope fund to help people in need in our community this year.  

Ask: Who has served you lately?  How might God be calling you to share your 
time and gifts with others?  

Support: Give a donation to our Community Chest of Hope fund.  

Service: Support one of our local Thanksgiving events in St. Marys or Wapakoneta.   

Prayer: Pray for our November prayer retreat and our visitors from the Micah team, Dan, Debra, and 
Trey.  

Special Sundays coming up in November:  
 

November 3rd All Saints Sunday: We will remember those saints during worship who have died in the last year. 

November 10th Micah Team Sunday: The team from Crookston, Mn will be here to lead discussion on how    

reading God’s word transforms individuals and communities into healthier faith communities.  

November 17th Community Chest of Hope Lunch: The will be from 11:30-1pm to update you all on what good 

ministry we have done together with the gifts we have received last year and to share ideas of how we would    

like to serve the community next year.   

November 24th Thanksgiving Service and New Member Sunday: During worship we will give thanks for the 

blessings God has gifted our community in the last year, including our new members.  

Our next all congregational Sunday School is Sunday, November 3rd at 9am.   

We will be inviting our veterans to join us to honor them for their faithful-
ness in our community.  All ages are welcome!   

“Thanks to God” 
 

Thanks for prayers that thou hast answered, 
Thanks for what thou dost deny. 
Thanks for storms that I have weathered, 
Thanks for all thou dost supply. 
Thanks for pain, and thanks for pleasure. 
Thanks for comfort in despair. 
Thanks for grace that none can measure, 
Thanks for love beyond compare. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Thanks for roses by the wayside, 
Thanks for thorns their stems contain. 
Thanks for home and thanks for fireside, 
Thanks for hope, that sweet refrain. 
Thanks for joy and thanks for sorrow, 
Thanks for heav’nly peace with thee. 
Thanks for hope in the tomorrow, 
Thanks through all eternity! 
 
—August Storm, 1891 



 

You Are Invited to Join Us 

Synod Day of Prayer Wednesday, Nov. 6th 9:30am-2:30pm at First Lutheran Church in Tiffin. $15 for lunch 

and presentation by the Micah team.  Please talk to Pastor Melodi if you would like to carpool with others 

from Trinity.   

Redeemer Visit Thursday, November 14th. We will meet at Trinity to carpool to Toledo to worship with our 

partners in Christ, share our gifts we have collected, and help serve during their food ministry.  Please talk to 

Karen Dietz or Pastor Melodi if you would like to join us.    

 

Thanksgiving Community Event at St. Marys Union Hall Wednesday, 

November 20th 6:30pm.  We are looking for adults and youth to sing in the 

community choirs and for anyone who would like to donate a pie for the auc-

tion.  Please talk to Pastor Melodi.   

2019 Wapakoneta Community Thanksgiving Dinner on November 28 

from 11-1pm at St. Joseph Church in its Parish Life Center.  All are welcome 

to come and eat or help serve.  Talk to Pastor Melodi for more information.  

“Giving Thanks”, a community meal on Thanksgiving Day will be 11am-2pm at St. Marys High 

School. 

Diakonia Update: A theological study group from different churches meet at Trinity every Tuesday 

from 6:30-9:30pm.  The next class begins December 3rd: Practical Ministry & Biblical images of the 

church led by Pastor Robin. If you would like to take the next 5-week class please talk with Pastor 

Melodi. 

Mark your calendars 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be 

held on December 8, following Worship 

All reports for this meeting need to be to 

the office by November 22 

“What you do makes a difference, and you have to 

decide what kind of difference you want to make.” 

—Jane Goodall  

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it is those 

little bits of good put all together that overwhelm the 

world.” 

—Bishop Desmond Tutu  



Regular Office hours are  

8:00 am-1:pm,  

Monday through Friday. 

The deadline for  

information for the weekly bulletin is  

Thursday at 11:00 am.  

Deadline for the newsletter is the   

fifteenth of the month.  The next 

newsletter will be for the months of 

December and January. 

F. Name L. Name Relationship Reason/Health Concern 

Mary Margaret Barlage Mother of Melissa Pfenning Stroke in eye 

David Blackburn Member Cancer 

Rose Casazza Mother of Mark Casazza Ongoing health problems 

Beth Gast Sister of Wendy Bauer Diabetic issues 

Lila Schroer Friend of Merricle Family Cancer 

Carla Smith Sister-in-law of Chris Smith Accident 

Nelson Smith Member Cancer 

Pam Steinke Friend of Betty Wellman Cancer 

Terry  Tangeman Friend of Lawrence & Karen Dietz Accident  

Braxton Wagner-Ginter Nephew of Jane Vanover Cancer 

Eileen Werling Member Health  

P. D. Zink Member Stroke 

Shut-ins    

     Our Military Friends and Family: 

Greg Hare & wife Chrissy 

 Dane Chisholm 

Jared Weeks 

Shut-ins:   

Dottie Hobler 

Richard & Dorothy Krites 

Betty Schwarck 

PRAYER CONCERNS  

We pray for all of these people both in front of the altar and in our hearts.  

We ask for God’s comforting hand upon them and their loved ones.  

Sarah Circle will meet on Monday 

November 18 at 1:00 pm.   

New members are always welcome. 

Dartball Schedule 

Nov. 7 @ Wapak Salem 

Nov. 14 home vs. Jackson South 

Nov. 21 @ Montra 

Nov. 26 home vs. Wapak 1st Meth 

Reminder: Daylight Savings Time ends November 3 



Council Meeting Highlights  A complete copy of the minutes is available in the office. 

• Purchased projection screen and pre-amp for sound system  

• Council President plans to attend Fall Bishop’s meeting with Pastor 
Melodi on October 29 

• Discussed bring Trinity’s constitution in line with the ELCA consti-
tution 

• Planning a Community Chest of Hope luncheon for November 17 
following Worship 

• New bylaw proposals to be reviewed by council members before 
next meeting 

• Deb Sommerville is working on updating the Trinity timeline 

 

Church Office:  

419-738-6547  

419-394-3198 

trinitylc@bright.net 

secretary@trinity-moulton.com 

Pastor Melodi: 

701-331-9412 

mhagen001@luthersem.edu 

Assets as of October 21, 2019 

Endowment Fund                 

  $ 61,464.04 

Minster Bank    

  $10,932.99 

Total Assets    

  $165,397.03 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 

President:  Tracey Wright 

Vice-President:  Deb Sommerville 

Trustees:  Mark Casazza,             
Keith Ferrand, Jerry Sawmiller 

Elders:  Bonnie Greve, Jason Risner 

Deacons:  Mike Smith, Chris Smith, 
Van Wright 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

Sept. 29 83 

Oct. 6  71 

Oct 13  70 

Oct. 20 92 
 

AVERAGE:  81 

        

    Jan 1 - Oct 21,  Budget 

Ordinary Income/Expense    

  Income    

   Current Envelope Income 123,134.93  131,048.38 

   Current Loose Income 3,311.52  4,838.71 

   Initial Offering Envelop 143.00  173.00 

   Interest Income 156.81  80.64 

   Kids Collection Income 1,977.08  1,370.97 

   Parsonage Rent Received 7,500.00  7,258.06 

   Realized Gains and Losses 1,120.15  0.00 

   Sunday School Income 487.76  964.52 

   Synod Benevolence Income 13,952.80  11,774.20 

  Total Income 151,784.05  157,508.48 

       

  Expense    

   Benevolence - Global 13,404.80  12,016.14 

   Benevolence - Regional 4,758.26  5,241.93 

   Christian Education/Growth 2,185.74  3,080.64 

   Church Property 21,280.11  23,116.11 

   Office 10,615.78  11,076.13 

   Other Professional Support 28,525.49  27,607.07 

   Pastoral Support 71,361.49  69,952.42 

   Stewardship 657.76  564.52 

   Witness and Fellowship 756.85  1,129.03 

   Worship 3,267.78  3,608.89 

  Total Expense 156,814.06  157,392.88 
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