
Being in the body of Christ, we focus on proclaiming the  

gospel, growing as disciples, and sharing God’s love. 

2019 Year of Scripture: The half way mark! 
 
When you are down, and looking at the challenge in life ahead of you, it 
can feel completely overwhelming.  Thoughts of doubt often enter our 
minds and tell us, “Why even try?” or “Don’t get your hopes up.”   
 
This is a picture of the wall at camp Lutherwald, where each camper is 
encouraged to climb even if they think they can’t make it to the top.  One 
by one, year by year, our young people have taken the climb and some 
have completed the task and some have stopped and come back to it again 
a year or two later and completed it! I’m so proud of our young people for 
taking a risk and going to camp to nurture their relationship with God.  
And I’m so proud of our congregation for supporting these young people 
and praying for them through the challenges of life. 

 
But, now it’s your turn to climb!  As you look at this wall, what are the “walls” standing in your way?  
How can we the church do a better job of support you in taking time to continue to nurture your relation-
ship with God?   
 
One of the ways we are encouraging people to face their fears this year is by reading the whole bible to-
gether.  If you haven’t started yet, it’s not too late!  In fact now is the time, because we are at the half way 
mark reading the Psalms!  My favorite book in the bible.  The Psalms speak to our struggles and fears. The 
Psalms give us wisdom and life lessons.  The Psalms give us renewed hope when we have giant walls in 
life to face. 
 
Psalm 121 speaks to these challenges we face. “I lift up my eyes to the hills, from where will my help 
come? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth…The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
he will keep your life, your going out and your coming in forevermore!”  
 
You don’t need to keep your doubts and your fears as motivation.  You don’t need to keep your hurts and 
your pains as punishment.  You don’t need to look down on yourself, just look up!  The Lord promises to 
keep you.  The Lord sees you, the Lord sees the walls in life you must climb and the Lord is holding you 
through it until you reach the top.  Amen!  
 
Pastor Melodi Hagen  
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Donations Received in memory of 

Shirley Ann Engel 

Kerm Stroh 

Benito & Charlyn Botteri 

Donald & Carolyn Henschen 

Roger & Marian Phillips 

Doretta & Jaxon Nale 

Larry & Linda Lee 

Donna Mann 

Kevin & Malinda Bubp 

Kyle & Tammy Frische 

Jeff & Linell Hertenstein 

Van & Tracey Wright 

Tom & Dianne Logan 

Lawrence & Karen Dietz 

Nelson & Pat Smith 

Marge Daugherty 

Max & Barb Place 

Melvin & Eileen Werling 

Mike & Kathleen Smith 

Bill & Marcia Troy 

Mike & Cathy Lehman 

Adele Fast 

Harold & Julie Harrod 

Laura & Timothy Folger 

Wayne & Nancy Bambauer 

John & Janet Yahl 

Red & Kelli Roettger 

Joseph Rieger & Family 

Larry & Diane Hammond 

Patricia Brinkman 

John Heintz 

Marilyn Johnson 

Linda Wilson 

Rick & Deb Regula & Family 

Ryan & Gina Elking 

Gailyn & Barbara Thomsen 

Gene & Teresa Morgan 

Julie Koch 

Riley Gibson 

 

Donations Received in memory of 

Colleen Schick 

Roger & Marian Phillips 

Tom & Dianne Logan 

 

Donations Received in memory of 

Tom Hussey 

Roger & Marian Phillips 

Trinity’s Stewardship Corner: Where are we seeing God’s gifts being received and shared?   
 

Thank: Thank you to our Sunday school youth and adults for leading worship and    
delivering our gifts to the filling home. Thank you for supporting our confirmation 
youth to go to camp.  
 

Tell: We sent a team of 12 people to the Filling home to sing songs and deliver 50    
pillows and three big tubs of arts, kitchen, and bingo supplies. We sent four youth to 
Lutherwald camp in Howe, IN and they can’t wait to go back again next year!  
 

Ask: Who has graciously given you gifts lately?  How might God be calling you to 
share your gifts?  
 

Support: Give a donation for Vacation Bible School.  
 

Service: Sign up to be a helper at Vacation Bible School.  
 

Prayer: Pray for our teachers and young people coming to Vacation Bible School July 14-18.    

Pictures from the June 5 trip to the Filling Home in 

Napoleon, Ohio. 



Diakonia starts the in the Southwest Conference this fall. 

Location:  Trinity Lutheran Church in Moulton, 14127 Moulton-New Knoxville Rd, Wapakoneta, OH 45895.     

Meeting Dates: Tuesday nights from 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm, September 10, 2019 - May 19, 2020                                    

First Year Classes:   

• Introduction to the New Testament,  Instructor: Pastor Doug Pretorius 

• Church History: The First 400 Years,  Instructors: Pastor Janine Shearer & Pastor Neil Brady 

• Practical Ministry I: Biblical Images 
in the Life of the Church,  Instructor: Pastor Robin Kapostasy 

• Lutheran Creeds & Confessions,  Instructors: Pastor Neil Brady & Pastor Mark Bauer 

• Practical Ministry II: Visitation,  Instructors: Pastor Melodi Hagen & Pastor Steve Nelson 

• The Daily Life of a Christian,  Instructors: Pastors Sharon Stonerock & Pastor Will Haggis 

 

 

Jesus cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As 

the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’ ” John 7:37-38  

If you travel to the Grand Canyon and hike along the rim in the desert you will find an interesting sign. It 

reads, “Stop! Drink water. You are thirsty, whether you realize it or not.” It is a baffling idea to think that 

we may not recognize our own thirst. But we human beings know that it is very possible to be so preoc-

cupied living, working, checking off our to-do-list, that we forget to nourish our bodies. The same can 

happen in our faith lives. A sign could be posted for us in the dry places cautioning, “Stop! Drink water. 

You are thirsty, whether you realize it or not.” Sometimes I think the Holy Spirit suddenly makes us 

aware of our thirst for a reason. Realizing your thirst is a gift. It allows you to seek a source of abundant 

nourishment.  

The Southeastern Conference started Diakonia (pronounced dee-ak-on-ee’-ah) four years ago. The Southwest 

Conference is happy to join in the work this year.  Diakonia was started because the pastors noticed that there 

were lay leaders thirsty for deeper understanding, so they gathered teachers and learners together and 

brought the Diakonia Program here to Northwestern Ohio. Diakonia is Greek for “service.” Diakonia is a call to 

discipleship. It gathers Christians together to grow and learn in order to more fully respond to the call to 

serve Christ. The curriculum consists of twelve courses, with six courses offered each academic year. Each 

course has five sessions that meets in three-hour increments on Tuesday nights. Each course is taught by a 

different local pastor and students come from many different congregations. Weekly reading assignments 

and reflections are designed to relate to topic of study and stir conversation. Tuition is $60 per course. Schol-

arships are also available for all those in need of assistance. Please pray about whether God is calling you or 

someone you know to this program.  

For more information about the National Diakonia Program go to: http://www.diakoniausa.org/. For sched-
ules and applications for our program here in NWOS check our site at: https://nwos-diakonia.weebly.com/.  

http://www.diakoniausa.org/
https://nwos-diakonia.weebly.com/


Regular Office hours are  

8:00 am-1:pm,  

Monday through Friday. 

The deadline for  

information for the weekly bulletin is  

Thursday at 11:00 am.  

Deadline for the next newsletter is August 15. 

F. Name L. Name Relationship Reason/Health Concern 

Molly (Phillips) Arnold Daughter of Roger Phillips Cancer 

David Blackburn Member Cancer 

Rose Casazza Mother of Mark Casazza Ongoing health problems 

Beth Gast Sister of Wendy Bauer Diabetic issues 

Robyn Neiderhouse Friend of Wendy Bauer Cancer 

Dennis Nuesmeyer Brother of Dianne Logan Fall 

Lucas  Regula Member Health 

Christian Ritter Friend of Deb Casazza Cancer 

Lila Schroer Friend of Merricle Family Cancer 

Jack Shafer Friend of Nancy Myers Cancer  

Terry  Tangeman Friend of Lawrence & Karen Dietz Accident  

LaRose Theis Aunt of Dianne Logan Health 

Braxton Wagner-Ginter Nephew of Jane Vanover Cancer 

Eileen Werling Member Health  

Paul Wibbeler Relative of Lewis Wibbeler & Dianne Logan Cancer 

Shut-ins    

     Our Military Friends and Family: 

Greg Hare & wife Chrissy 

 Dane Chisholm 

Jared Weeks 

Shut-ins:   

Ruth Frazier 

Dottie Hobler 

Richard & Dorothy Krites 

Imogene Miller 

Betty Schwarck 

PRAYER CONCERNS  

We pray for all of these people both in front of the altar and in our hearts.  

We ask for God’s comforting hand upon them and their loved ones.  

Summer Address: 

Blake Pfenning 

108 Mustang Ct. 

Celina, TX 75009 



 

Christian Sympathy is extended to  

The family of Linell Hertenstein whose mother, Colleen Schick, passed away in June. 

Dallas Smith and his family.  Dallas’ great-grandma, Vernita Wellman, passed away in June. 

The family of Cathy Tester, who passed away in June. 

Kathleen Smith and her family.  Kathleen’s father, Tom Hussey, passed away in June. 

Aileen Merricle and her family.  Aileen’s brother, Donald Huebner, passed away in June. 

Redeemer Summer Youth Program 
Our Summer program meets 5 days per week June 10 - July 26 with enrichment activities to serve the lives of 
approximately 100 youth ages 4 -15.  Each participant learns skills to develop healthy relationships, creativity, 
faith and an active prayer life; while making music, crafts, enjoying off-site events and eating healthy meals.   
 

This year our theme is The Whole World in God's Hands.  We will learn about loving one another, creating 
joy, developing leadership, growing in kindness to others, expanding our faith by learning new ways to wor-
ship and understand God's activity in our world as we travel around the world visiting different countries and 
hearing stories about Christians miles and miles away from us.  Through dance, art, music, research and ex-
perience we will try different worship practices - meditation, drumming, prayer walking, etc. that others use 
to worship our same Lord. 
 

We will host 2 groups from across the United States (TBA) through the Youth Servant Leader camps and oth-
er mission partner groups from around NW Ohio.  We are also partnering with Genacross Lutheran Services 
to spend time at 5 housing sites with residents and then host those same residents at Redeemer for our 
"dress rehearsal" closing program and lunch!  We are excited to add this intergenerational - inter-agency ac-
tivity that will enrich ALL participants.  This program marks our 15th year of the Summer Youth Outreach Pro-
gram. The goals for the summer program have always included:  Valuing young people in our neighborhood 
with the love of Christ through developing healthy relationships, creativity, faith, strategies for educational 
success and elimination of childhood hunger. 
 

Recently, The State of Ohio changed its regulations to eliminate protein as a required portion for breakfast – 
those receiving FREE and REDUCED breakfast through school systems will also be affected.  Essentially, the 
impact is on the amount and quality of breakfast foods provided.  
 

In the past, 2-3 breakfast meals per week had a protein component such as sausage, eggs, etc. - Now none of 
the breakfasts offered through our sponsor will be “hot” – the new regulations require 1 grain, 1 dairy and 1 
fruit.  The menu consists of cereal and milk with juice or an apple; an oatmeal bar and milk with a fruit 
cup.  Redeemer is committed to fighting childhood hunger and so, we have decided to serve our own hot 
breakfast – eggs, sausage, biscuits and gravy, mini omelettes, pigs in a blanket, French toast, etc. throughout 
the duration of our program.  Please keep us in prayer as we expand our service to the neighborhood to keep 
in line with our goals for all children. 
 
Pastor Lori 

Thank you to all for thoughts, prayers, cards and memorials at the time of my 

mom’s passing. 

Linell Hertenstein & Family and the Family of Colleen Schick 



Council Meeting Highlights  A complete copy of the minutes is available in 

the office. 

• Work on ceiling and light in stairway leading to sacristy is finished.     
Plan to paint yet. 

• New glass doors by the office will be in-
stalled June 18. 

• Approved use of our multi-purpose room in 
the education unit for Diakonia program by 
synod pastors.  This will be on Tuesday 
evenings September—May. 

• Pastor Melodi will be gone July 7, August 4 
& 11. 

• No meeting in July.  Next meeting will be 
August 12. 

 

Church Office:  

419-738-6547  

419-394-3198 

trinitylc@bright.net 

secretary@trinity-moulton.com 

Pastor Melodi: 

701-331-9412 

mhagen001@luthersem.edu 

 

WEEKLY  

ATTENDANCE 
 

May 26 67 

June 2 87 

June 9 85 

June 16 74 
 

Average 2019:  84 

Assets as of June 18, 2019 

Endowment Fund                 

  $ 59,636.49 

Minster Bank    

  $ 98,569.89 

Total Assets    

  $158,206.38 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 

President:  Tracey Wright 

Vice-President:  Deb Sommerville 

Trustees:  Mark Casazza, Keith Ferrand, Jerry Sawmiller 

Elders:  Bonnie Greve, Jason Risner 

Deacons:  Mike Smith, Chris Smith, Van Wright 

   Trinity Lutheran Church     

   Finance Report 

Jan 1 - Jun 18, 
2019  Budget 

Ordinary Income/Expense    
  Income    
   Current Envelope Income 69,114.90  75,833.33 

   Current Loose Income 2,055.52  2,800.00 
   Holiday Income 0.00  0.00 
   Initial Offering Envelop 143.00  173.00 
   Interest Income 85.99  46.66 
   Kids Collection Income 1,280.50  793.34 
   Miscellaneous Income 0.00  0.00 
   Parsonage Rent Received 4,500.00  4,200.00 
   Realized Gains and Losses 551.39  0.00 
   Sunday School Income 487.76  722.22 

   Synod Benevolence Income 8,606.60  6,813.34 

  Total Income 86,825.66  91,381.89 
  Expense    

   Reconciliation Discrepancies 0.00  0.00 
   Benevolence - Global 7,502.00  6,953.34 
   Benevolence - Regional 2,268.26  3,033.32 

   
Christian Education and 
Growth 525.10  1,993.32 

   Church Property 14,226.14  13,093.30 
   Office 7,368.83  6,540.00 
   Other Employees 16,755.62  16,392.22 
   Pastoral Support 39,435.71  40,479.14 
   Payroll Expenses 0.00  0.00 
   Stewardship 53.27  326.68 
   Witness and Fellowship 548.29  653.34 

   Worship 1,456.26  2,088.34 

  Total Expense 90,139.48  91,553.00 


