Resurrection: What is God’s story?
How does that relate to our story?
During Lent, we have been opening
God’s holy scriptures together to not
just learn God’s story, but wonder
what God might want us to hear and
see in our story.
In April we will gather to celebrate
Easter, and God’s resurrection story.
So I have to wonder what is there to
celebrate for you? New relationships?
New job? Renewed hope or faith?

“Holy Doodle”
by Trey Everett

You see Resurrection is not something we do or something we can see on our own, it’s just something that God does for us. But, will we see it when it happens? In Luke’s gospel after the resurrection story Jesus is walking with his disciples from Jerusalem to Emmaus. They are discussing with
one another all the things that has happened to them. How they believed Jesus was their savior,
but then the grief and disappointment of watching him defeated and hung on a cross changed their
minds. Their eyes told them one thing, but days later Jesus showed up again at the table with them
and broke bread together and then their faith was resurrected!
In life, we can all grow through periods where we can’t see God at work in our lives. Poor weather.
Poor health. Poor finances. Poor relationships. Poor in spirit. Whatever kind of grief is blinding you
from experiencing God’s resurrection power in your life, pray with Luke 24: 28-48. Because the truth
reveals to us the power of resurrection was not just for the disciples during Jesus time as his witnesses, now God is choosing you to receive God’s resurrection power! Our world, our community,
our families are desperate to hear and experience for themselves renewed hope, renewed faith, and
renewed life. A new perspective, and a new life is coming for you, and I can’t wait to witness it with
you. Amen.
Pastor Melodi Hagen

Being in the body of Christ, we focus on proclaiming the
gospel, growing as disciples, and sharing God’s love.

Trinity’s Stewardship Corner: Where are we seeing God’s truth of love being shared
in the community?
Thank: Thank you to those who helped serve at the Haiti Beef Dinner and Loaves
and Fishes last month. Thank you to those who showed up for our first prayer retreats.
Tell: We received over $1,300 to buy beans and rice for hungry kids in Haiti and we
served over 100 meals to hungry people in our own community. During our prayer
retreats, 25 people from 5 different denominations gathered to pray, read scripture,
and support one another in faith.
Ask: What gifts of love have you received this month? How might God be calling you to share your gifts
with others?
Support: Give a donation to Lutheran Disaster Response for our brothers sisters who have endured
tornadoes and flooding.
Service: Join us at Agape in St. Mary’s on Good Friday to stock shelves and put together bags of food.
Prayer: Pray for our next prayer retreat that God’s word would bring healing and transformation in our
community.

Palm Sunday April 14th 10:15am Dramatic Reading of the Passion Story
Maundy Thursday April 18th 6:30pm Worship and
First Communion celebration
Good Friday April 19th 12pm Fasting together at home
5pm-6:30pm Service Project at Agape in St. Mary’s
6:45pm Pizza party at Trinity and prayer around the cross.

Meaning in the Meal
Jesus instituted Communion while celebrating the Jewish Passover with his disciples. The meal’s ritual foods
hold meaning for Christians, too, because our faith story is interwoven with that of Judaism.
Matzoh: This unraised bread recalls the Israelites’ hasty departure from oppression in Egypt. Jesus used the
Passover bread to symbolize his body, which delivers us from bondage to sin and death.
Salt water: It symbolizes the tears of the Hebrews and of all who suffer in any time and place. Christians believe that in Jesus, God embraced human suffering so we need never face it alone.
Parsley: Dipped in the salt water, this green, leafy vegetable represents the Hebrews’ rebirth out of sorrow
into the joy of freedom. Easter’s celebration of resurrection proclaims a coming day when God “will wipe
every tear from [our] eyes [and] there will be no more death” (Revelation 21:4, NIV).
Shankbone: A lamb slaughtered for each Hebrew household meant life for those within. The meat strengthened them for the escape journey, and the blood, swabbed on their doorframe, signaled for Death to “pass
over.” Jesus used wine at the Passover meal to symbolize his blood — of the Lamb of God — which he would
shed for our salvation.
Egg: For Jews celebrating Passover, an egg symbolizes memory of the Exodus and renewal of faith. For Christians at Easter, eggs — especially open, empty ones — call to mind Jesus’ empty tomb, renewal and abundant life.

2019 Micah Extension Project: Creative Prayer Retreats

“How are the Prayer Retreats going?” Someone asked me. I said, “Better than I expected!”
God continues to show up and teach me and others around me who are willing and open to pause
in their busy chaotic life and listen for God. We give you the permission to pause with us and experience God’s word of grace too! Below is the information for our next Retreat. Hope you can join
the fun!- Pastor Melodi

April Retreat: Saturday April 27th at Montezuma Retreat Center
From 9:30A.M. to 4 P.M.
The morning session will be led by Daniel. After lunch, local pastors will lead the discussion and
creative prayer practice. Our hope is to gather people across denominations to listen to scripture
and listen to each other. These retreats are open to all ages and faiths. Come for the morning!
Come for the afternoon! Come all day! These sessions will be recorded and on the Synod website if
you can’t attend and want to participate later. There is no cost to attend, just $9 for lunch.

*Contact Maria Stein Retreat Center to register so they can have lunch and a seat for you:
419-925-7625
Registration deadline: April 19th

April 13th 9am-3pm Women’s Conference at St. Mary’s High School:
“Back to Life” Revive, Refresh, Renew.
Door Prizes and lunch provided. Free admission. Presented by Trisha Fissel Ministries.
To pre-register or for more information go to trishafissel.com.

Wapakoneta Loaves and Fishes
Wapakoneta Loaves and Fishes will be moving mid April to First English Lutheran Church, corner of Blackhoof and Mechanic Streets in Wapakoneta.
We have been praying for a new home, looking for a place that could be purchased to make it our own. The
Lord has shown us that we are really not at that place at this time. First English has offered and is reworking
areas in their basement for LNF refrigerator, freezers, all cooking utensils and food storage. Everything will
be back in one area as we have now been working out of two locations. Thursday night meals will be cooked
in their kitchen and served in the community room, no elevators or steps to enter the building. West door
and the south doors from the alley will be used to enter for the meals.
We are grateful for this new opportunity while we continue to pray and meet with other small groups that are
also looking to expand their ministry in the community. We feel partnering with others who may only use
their facilities on a limited basis would allow all of us to centrally locate, share expenses and provide greater
benefits to our community.
We are excited that the Wapakoneta Community Worship Center, the Knights of Columbus and Bethlehem
Christian Union will be joining in preparing and serving meals.
We will update you through the Sunday bulletin when we have an actual moving date and serving schedule for
the first meal at First English. We thank you for your past and continued support of our food ministry through
your prayers, donations and meal serving.
Loaves and Fishes board members are as follows: President: Pastor Neil Brady, Vice President: Brenda Wellington, Treasurer: Sharon Campbell, Secretary: Barb Bowsher, Supply Coordinators: Lawrence & Karen
Dietz, Community Member, Jason Risner, Clergy Representative: Pastor Lynda Lockwood.
Haiti Mission Dinner A Huge Success!!
The Beef Dinner for Haiti was very successful, thanks in large part to members of the congregation who made and donated desserts, helped prepare the meal, set-up, served the meal and assisted
with the clean up. The total funds raised at this event was $ 1,502!
These funds will be used to purchase beans and rice to feed many people and families in Haiti.
Special thanks to Kathleen Smith for her unwavering help in organizing the event and preparing
the beef. Thanks also to Eric Hagen and Pastor Melodi Hagen for writing a grant for the event and
creating/presenting information about Haiti. Additional thanks goes out to Robert Engel and Lewis
Wibbler for picking up supplies, to the many bakers of desserts and those that worked the event by
setting-up, serving and/or assisting in the clean-up which includes: Karen & Lawrence Deitz, Kathleen
Smith, Bonnie Greve, Betty Wellman, Jane & Cierra Vanover, Robert & Shirley Ann Engel, JoAnn Keneipp, Deb Sommerville, Julie Livingston, Aileen Merricle, Marian Phillips,
Marcia Troy, Wayne & Donna Kentner, Wendy Bauer and others that delivered desserts. My apologies
if anyone has been overlooked or not mentioned.
It is great to have such a supportive congregation and members who band together to make a difference in our communities near and far. You truly are a group that gives generously.
Sincerely,
Susan Lengerich, Kathleen Smith & Pastor Melodi Hagen

New Address
Eric & Melissa Pfenning
11593 Circle Dr.
Lakeview, OH 43331

“Spring is the time of year when it is summer in the sun
and winter in the shade.”
~Charles Dickens

PRAYER CONCERNS

We pray for all of these people both in front of the altar and in our hearts.
We ask for God’s comforting hand upon them and their loved ones.
F. Name L. Name
Relationship
Molly
(Phillips) Arnold Daughter of Roger Phillips
David
Member
Blackburn

Reason/Health Concern

Rose

Casazza

Mother of Mark Casazza

Ongoing health problems

Beth

Gast

Sister of Wendy Bauer

Diabetic issues

Robyn

Neiderhouse

Friend of Wendy Bauer

Cancer

Lucas

Regula

Member

Health

Lila

Schroer

Friend of Merricle Family

Cancer

Jack

Shafer

Friend of Nancy Myers

Cancer

Jean

Sheaks

Sister of Mary Howell

Tumor

Terry

Tangeman

Friend of Lawrence & Karen Dietz

Accident

Cathy

Tester

Member

Cancer

LaRose

Theis

Aunt of Dianne Logan

Cancer

Braxton

Wagner-Ginter

Nephew of Jane Vanover

Cancer

Eileen

Werling

Member

Fall

Paul

Wibbeler

Relative of Lewis Wibbeler & Dianne Logan

Cancer

Cancer
Cancer

Shut-ins

Shut-ins:
Ruth Frazier
Dottie Hobler
Richard & Dorothy Krites
Imogene Miller
Betty Schwarck

The Sarah Circle will meet Monday,
April 15 at 1 pm.
New members are always welcome!

Our Military Friends and Family:
Greg Hare & wife Chrissy
Dane Chisholm

The family of Bill Fielder invites you to
participate in a card shower to celebrate
his 90th birthday on April 28.
His address is
Bill Fielder
08709 Co. Rd. 33A,
Wapakoneta, OH 45895
The deadline for

Regular Office hours are
8:00 am-1:pm,
Monday through Friday.

information for the weekly bulletin is
Thursday at 11:00 am.
Newsletter deadline is the 15th of the month

Hands in Mission needs your support
As you know, Trinity has many projects that serve as an outreach to the local community and around the
world. We have special accounts that fund these projects. One of these is Hands in Mission.
The Hands in Mission group is currently making quilts for Lutheran World Relief. They also make the blankets
given to the confirmands, and this year there are six! They also continue to do prayer squares, prayer
shawls, and blankets for other events such as graduation, baptisms, weddings and other special occasions.
The need for supplies is ongoing. If you would prayerfully consider designating funds to this group, it would
be most appreciated.
Thank you for your support of this ministry.

Faith Journey
A family was heading on vacation: two little ones were nestled in car seats; the van was packed. As Dad
locked the house and Mom secured the garage, an adult neighbor the kids knew walked up and spoke through
an open window. “Where are you going?” The kids shrugged. “Well, what road are you taking?” the friend
asked with a knowing smile. Of course, they had no idea. “Do you know where you’ll eat today, or where
you’ll spend the night?” Blank stares. Then the friend asked, “Who are you traveling with?” The children
broke into grins and shouted, “Mommy and Daddy!”
On the journey of faith, we don’t know precisely where we’re headed or how all our needs will be met. But we
know who we’re traveling with: our loving God who is fully aware of the twists and turns ahead; the loving
Parent who promises to care for us wherever we go.

Donations Received in memory
of Lynn Koch
Lawrence & Karen Dietz
Kevin & Malinda Bubp
Donations Received in memory
of Marilyn Blackburn
Miriam Kleven
Roger & Marian Phillips
Donations Received in memory
of Evelyn Wagner
Lawrence & Karen Dietz

Council Meeting Highlights A complete copy of the minutes is available in the office.
Maintenance needed on south roof with caulking and flashing. Some windows also need maintenance.
Getting quotes to replace glass exterior doors by office.
TVs were mounted in upstairs lounge and multi-purpose room.
A special congregational meeting will need to be called to address roof and window maintenance.
Set VBS dates as July 14-18, 2019.
Adopted a Funeral Policy.
Spring Work Day set as May 11, 2019.

Bank Account Balance Less Dedicated As of March 21,2019
Regular Checking
$ 98,381.99
Permanent Improvement
18,218.94
SS/Kids offering received
795.64
(Agape & Mercy Unlimited)
Family Ministries
988.85
Youth Fund
5,804.65
Benevolence
7,386.35
Synod
1,090.40
Local Benevolence 1,450.42
Kids Against Hunger 290.00
World Hunger
0.00
Garden
233.50
Funeral Dinners
348.03
Redeemer
5.00
Loaves & Fishes
155.00
Navajo
50.00
SMI Haiti
2,067.00
Com. Chest of Hope 1,697.00
Men In Missions
765.55
Memorials
7,160.42
Memorial Fund
5,765.42
Pew Cushion Fund 1,395.00
Hands in Mission
5.00
Media Fund
1,621.99
Community Outreach
442.71
Kitchen Improvement
1,906.91
150th Celebration
383.18
Year of Scripture
6,199.56
51,679.75
98,381.99
-51,679.75
Total Current available
$ 46,702.24

Church Office:
419-738-6547 (or) 419-394-3198
trinitylc@bright.net
secretary@trinity-moulton.com
Pastor Melodi:
701-331-9412
mhagen001@luthersem.edu

PRESIDENT

Tracey Wright
VICE-PRESIDENT

Deb Sommerville
TRUSTEES

Mark Casazza, Keith Ferrand,
Jerry Sawmiller
DEACONS

Mike Smith, Chris Smith,
Van Wright
ELDERS

WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE
Feb 24
Mar 3
Mar 6*
Mar 10
Mar 13*
Mar 17
Mar 20*

79
83
76
75
62
86
49

Average 2019: 70
*Lenten Service

Kid’s Page

