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When do you take time to examine how God is bringing you new life?
And what is causing you distress in your life? As many of you know already this is my favorite “Holy Doodle” by Trey Everett of the Examine
Prayer Practice. This was the prayer practice that has brought more joy
to my marriage, to my parenting skills, and to my relationship with God.
Some people talk about their favorite sports teams, T.V. shows, or restaurants. Your strange pastor likes to talk about her favorite prayer practices!
I talk about them not because I have it all figured out! I talk about them, because they have changed my life perspective and help me grow in my faith. Who or what challenges you in your faith?
In Ecclesiastes chapter 3 we hear, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” Everyone as their preferred season. Summer? Fall? Spring? There are not many people who prefer Winter. Cold, death,
darkness. But, if there is life in God in every season, a purpose in every matter, then God is present bringing new life
whether we prefer it or not?
Daniel Wolpert writes in his book, Leading a Life with God, how challenging it really is to look at your life and discern
what God is doing. For he writes, “Being willing to look for God’s leading from a perspective of nonattachment to outcome or indifference is not easy. In this practice you do not expect or prefer any particular result of the discernment
prayer. Church leaders find this a difficult stance because much in the church is prescribed. For example, “What if the
discernment led to dropping a program? Or starting a new ministry that had no funding?” (p. 72)
Or what if you have to stop doing something you have always loved because your body doesn’t allow it? Or what if
God is asking you to do something, you never saw yourself “good” at doing, but there is no one else God is calling except you?
Our council has been in discernment together over the last several months, listening to God and listening to one another. In the process we have celebrated the faithfulness of God and the faithfulness of God’s disciples here at Trinity that
encourage our faith every day. But, one of the challenges we are praying about is what do we stop doing? So that, we
can try some new ministries together? What is not life giving to us anymore? And what is bringing us joy that we
would like to do more of?
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter you are going through. A time for weeping, and a time for
laughing. A time to embrace, and a time to put up boundaries. A time to be quiet, and a time to speak. I don’t know
exactly how God is bringing you new life and what is taking life away from you? All, I do know, is that God promises to
be there with you, in life and in death, so we begin together to let go of our preferred outcomes, and instead prefer
our merciful savior’s wisdom and guidance. Amen.
Pastor Melodi Hagen

Being in the body of Christ, we focus on proclaiming the
gospel, growing as disciples, and sharing God’s love.

Trinity’s Stewardship Corner: Where are we seeing God’s gifts being received
and shared?
Thank: Thank you to our Sunday school teachers, parents and grandparents, and
congregation members for supporting our young people in faith.
Tell: We received over $1,500 in the kid’s offering this year to support Redeemer’s summer kids program. This summer the kid’s offering will support our local
kids to attend Vacation Bible school.
Ask: Who has shared the generosity of God’s Holy Spirit with you lately? How
might God use your time and gifts to share God’s spirit with others?
Support: Give a donation for our Vacation Bible School Program
Service: Talk to Kyle or Pastor Melodi about singing special music this summer
or for our 150th celebrations.
Prayer: Pray for our busy families traveling on vacations, going to camps, and spending time with family.

June Prayer Practice: Examine Prayer Practice. How is God bringing you
life? What is causing you distress? Anyone is welcome to pray with us at Trinity
every week on Wednesdays at noon. If you can’t join us face to face, we still encourage you to practice prayer where you are at noon on Wednesdays. You are
also welcome to text Pastor Melodi at 701-331-9412 by noon Wednesday and we
will lift up your prayer concerns with you.

Adult Affirmation of Baptism Classes offered in June on Sundays at 9am. Did you just take confirmation
because your parents made you? As an adult, what questions do you wish you could ask the Pastor now?
Please join our discussion group this month and bring your bibles and your questions!
June 3rd: What do Christians believe?
June 10th: What do Lutherans believe?
June 17th: What do other religions believe?
June 24th: Stump the Pastors: What questions have you wanted to ask but afraid to ask?
*During Worship on Sunday, June 24th members of the class will be invited to publicly affirm their faith if
they choose.
Haiti Mission Picnic Sunday, June 10th 2-5pm.
For anyone interested in meeting the past team members who have traveled to Haiti
and to receive information about the next Haiti Mission Trip in February 2019.
Families are invited to come with to Pastor Melodi’s family pond for fishing, swimming, and a picnic where
information will be shared about Haiti. Please bring a lawn chair and a donation for beans and rice for Haiti.
Drinks and Food will be provided. Please talk to Pastor Melodi if you are able to attend and for directions!
Redeemer Visit is planned for Thursday, June 28th. You will have an opportunity to
meet the kids we support through their summer art program. You will have an opportunity to attend their community worship service and hand out food for the neighborhood. If
you are able to attend or want more information please talk to Susan Lengerich or Pastor
Melodi. All ages are welcome!
“A truly rich man is one whose children run into his arms when his hands are empty.” —Ziad Abdelnour

On April 26 the Northwestern Ohio Synod
honored retired rostered ministers and their
spouses. Among the recently retired was
Rev. Mark Bauer. Pastor Melodi Hagen also
attended, doing a presentation on prayer
practices.
Pictured: Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Rev.
Mark Bauer, and Wendy Bauer

“Family Night” Wednesday, June 13th from 5-7pm at Trinity.
An opportunity for families to come together over the summer to play games,
have fellowship, and pray together for our young people. If you are able to help
with games or provide food please talk to Pastor Melodi. All are welcome!

Kids Against Hunger packaging will be June 23 at First English. Set up will
begin at 8 am, with packaging beginning at 9 am. Please let us know if you
can help by signing up on the Yellow Response Form or by calling the office.

Member Directories for 2018 are available in the Narthex. You are welcome to pick one
up for yourself as well as for family members. If anyone would like one mailed to their
home, please contact the office.

We are creating an informal pictorial directory of members in conjunction with the 150th
Anniversary celebration. It can be any kind of picture: studio pictures, Christmas together,
or a fun one off Facebook- just tell us which one!
This will also help our new members put names to smiling faces!
We can scan snapshots and return them or get them by email.
President.trinity.moulton@gmail.com
See Tracey if you have any questions. Please submit pictures by June 20.

Mark your calendars! Our next opportunity to serve at Loaves & Fishes will be
July 5. Watch the bulletin to sign up to help prepare, serve, clean up, and provide desserts. Any questions can be directed to Susan Lengerich.

150th Anniversary Highlights

The theme for our 150 year celebration is Honoring the Past, Celebrating the Present,
Praying for the Future. The first event in our celebration series, Honoring the Past,
will be an outdoor Worship Service and Picnic on July 15, 2018. The day begins with
Worship starting at 9:45. The service will be outdoors, under a tent. We will also be
celebrating Holy Communion that day.
At the conclusion of Worship, we will gather again under the tent for a Family of
Faith Picnic. We will be serving barbecue chicken dinners and drinks will also be
provided. All you need to do is show up.
The afternoon will be filled with games and activities such as kickball, corn hole, Bible Trivia, Trinity Trivia,
music and fellowship. Later in the afternoon we will be serving homemade ice cream. What a great way to
kick off the week of Vacation Bible School, which starts that evening.
An RSVP will be appearing on the yellow response forms in the bulletin so we will have a head count for the
meal. T-Shirts will be available to purchase for the event. You are encouraged to bring lawn chairs as well.
Updates for the event will be posted on our website and Facebook page. If you have questions, or would like
to volunteer to help set up and tear down for the event please contact Jerry or Nikki Sawmiller.
Mark your calendars for the following events:
October 29, 2018 Reformation Day: Celebrating the Past
November 11, 2018: Praying Our Rich Heritage into the Future

Office hours 8:00
am-1:pm,
Monday through
Friday

The tradition continues!
Each year the Confirmands write their
Confirmation verse on a brick on the wall
in their classroom.
Stop by and check it out!

PRESIDENT Tracey Wright
VICE-PRESIDENT Susan Lengerich
TRUSTEES Mark Casazza, Keith Ferrand,

Kevin Bubp

DEACONS Mike Smith, Chris Smith,

Van Wright

ELDERS Bonnie Greve, Jason Risner

Bank Account Balance Less Dedicated As of May 22, 2018
Regular Checking
$66,137.52
Permanent Improvement
4,401.20
SS offering received (Redeemer)
0.00
Family Ministries
1,035.02
Youth Fund
6,126.12
Benevolence
2,355.79
Synod
915.83
Local Benevolence 800.00
Loaves & Fishes
20.00
Kids Against Hunger 150.00
World Hunger
20.00
Garden
233.50
Funeral Dinners
161.46
Navajo
30.00
Redeemer
25.00
Endowment Fund
50.00
Men In Missions
617.55
Memorials
4,480.42
Memorial Fund
3,085.42
Pew Cushion Fund 1,395.00
Hands in Mission
298.01
Media Fund
1,095.34
Community Outreach
442.71
Kitchen Improvement
1,431.91
Year of Prayer Grant
3,074.26
25,408.33
66,137.52
-25,408.33
Total Current available
$ 40,729.19

Church Office:
419-738-6547 (or) 419-394-3198
trinitylc@bright.net
secretary@trinity-moulton.com
Pastor Melodi:
701-331-9412
mhagen001@luthersem.edu

WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE
April 29 102
May 6
93
May 13
85
May 20
98

Average 2018: 94

PRAYER CONCERNS
We pray for all of these people both in front of the altar and in our hearts.
We ask for God’s comforting hand upon them and their loved ones.
F. Name
David
Corey
Becca
Amber
Terry
Shut-ins

L. Name
Blackburn
Crawford
Poynter
Shively
Tangeman

Relationship
Member
Friend of Poynter family
Member
Friend of Tracey Wright
Friend of Lawrence & Karen Dietz

Shut-ins:
Marilyn Blackburn
Ruth Frazier
Dottie Hobler
Richard & Dorothy Krites
Imogene Miller
Betty Schwarck
Evelyn Wagner

Our Military Friends and
Family:
Greg Hare & wife Chrissy
Dane Chisholm

In memory of
Larry Jauert
Trinity received gifts from:
Kerm Stroh
In memory of
Janet Copeland
Trinity received gifts from:
Nancy Myers
Larry & Linda Lee
Charles Crist
Barbara Copeland

Reason/Health Concern
Cancer
Cancer
Support
Cancer
Accident

Address Corrections:
Lucas Regula
10834 N County Rd 1100 E
Shirley, IN 47384
Lawrence & Karen Dietz
8651-89D St. Rt. 368
Huntsville, OH 43324

Welcome to our newest members, Bob & Sue Carter.
Please add them to your directory.
Bob & Sue Carter
3658 S. Amblewood Circle
Lima, OH 45806

The deadline for
information for the
weekly bulletin is
Thursday at 11:00 am.
Newsletter deadline is the
fifteenth of the month.
The Summer edition of the newsletter will cover the
months of July and August. If you have any information for the month of July and/or August, please
plan to have it to the office by June 15 so it will be
included. Thank you for your cooperation.

“My idea of housework is to sweep the room with a glance.” —Erma Bombeck

