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For 2018 the Bishop has invited us to focus on prayer. Therefore, I would like to
begin our year of prayer together by learning about one another’s prayer stories. Who
taught you how to pray when you were a child? How has your prayer life changed
through the years?
For example, my mother was the first person who taught me how to pray. By three
years old, I could pray our bed time prayer and the Lord’s Prayer on my own. In my teenage years, she also
encouraged me to pray before tests in school or before my sporting events. In college, I experienced prayer
with a larger non-denominational church where my other college friends went. There I was assigned a mentor
who modeled for me how to open my bible, listen for God’s word, and write down my prayers through the
prayer practice of journaling.
My prayer life was always a priority for me, until I became a new Mom and a new pastor all at the same time.
On the verge of being stressed out, and depressed that I was not the spiritual leader I wanted to be for my congregation and family, God nudged me to go to the MICAH center in Crookston, MN. There, I quickly learned
that I am not alone. Many pastors and leaders in the church get busy doing God’s work and giving their requests to God, but often don’t take time or even know how to listen for God’s voice.
Below you will see an example of my new favorite prayer practice, art and holy doodling. Most people when
they think of prayer, think of hands folded and heads bowed. But the hands above are open to receive all the
many different ways God speaks to us. God can speak to us while we are silently sitting. God can speak to us
while we are taking a walk or mowing the lawn. God can speak to us through music or art. God can speak to
us over a cup of tea or baking bread. God can speak to us through the practice of generosity. God can speak
to us through the scriptures. God can speak to us through nature. God is constantly speaking to us, but do we
know how to really listen? And how can we practice together?
In Romans chapter 12, Paul writes a letter to encourage God’s followers to stop trying to be someone they
were not created to be. To stop trying to conform to what other people are doing in the world, and instead, to
pay attention to the life giving gifts and talents God has already given to us that we aren’t aware of. This year
we will be reading together Romans 12:1-12. I encourage you to mark it in your bibles, or save it in your
journal or phone. Ask God to show you what your gift of prayer is? Is it prophecy? Does God show you
what’s going to happen next before others see? Is it ministry? Does God use you to share Christ’s forgiveness
and love? Is it teaching? Does God use you to be an example for others? Is it the gift of encouragement? Does
God use you to affirm the gifts in others? These are just a few of the many gifts Paul names for us that we can
use to not only listen to God, but also use to help others listen for God’s guidance in their life too.
During the month of January, I invite you to practice the prayer of silence
with me. Where does silence happen naturally in your life? How do you
make time to practice silence alone, in worship, or in a group? By looking
at January’s calendar you are invited to join us for silent prayer at Trinity
either by praying at home or at work with us or at Trinity in the sanctuary.
As we sit in the silence and signs of winter are all around us, may we also
experience God’s peace, and renewed hope for what is to come to us by listening together for God’s voice in 2018. Amen.
Pastor Melodi

Trinity’s Stewardship Corner: Where are we seeing God’s gifts being
received and shared?
Thank: Thank you to all the many hands and hearts that served, made
food and baked goods, and gave generously to “Trinity Treats” to support
Redeemer Lutheran in Toledo, our partner congregation.
Tell: A group from Trinity went down to Redeemer to personally deliver
checks of over $3,500 to support their ministries. We also worshipped and
worked alongside their members to feed over 90 families in the community.
Ask: Who is God sending in your life to support you? How might God be calling you to share your
gifts with others?
Support: Give a donation toward our “Permanent improvement Fund” to help replace our 50 year
old windows in the education building.
Service: Visit a neighbor or shut in because of winter.
Sunday School Schedule for January:
The story: The Wise men
The bible verse: When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. Matthew 2:10
January 7th Family Sunday School (Kids are invited to bring a parent or
grandparent, bible, and candle time bags)
January 14th & 21st Kids will learn about God’s wise people through the
bible story, games, and craft.
January 28th The kids will practice their songs and skit to share in worship.

At the Annual Congregational Meeting, the trustees brought the A/C/
heat unit for the office area before the congregation, which voted in
favor of replacing it. A/C unit in the church office is completely broken. Both office units need replaced, as you can’t just buy one. The
unit going in will heat and cool both offices separately and will allow
for adjusting temperature in the offices and not the entire Sunday
School unit.
This will take the Permanent Improvement balance pretty low. We
will need to build it back up to replace the windows that were voted
to be replaced in education unit. The windows are original, 50 years
old. The Trustees are negotiating final price but will need around
$10,000. Please prayerfully consider giving to the Permanent Improvement fund to help raise the money necessary for the windows.

Being in the body of Christ, we focus on proclaiming the
gospel, growing as disciples, and sharing God’s love.

January Prayer Practice: Silence. Anyone is welcome to practice silent prayer
with us at Trinity every week on Wednesdays at noon in the sanctuary, or the first
Wednesday of the month at 7pm. If you can’t join us face to face, we still encourage
you to practice silence where you are at noon on Wednesdays either at work, at
school, at the gym, or in your car. Take 5 minutes of silence and pray with us. You
are also welcome to text Pastor Melodi at 701-331-9412 by noon Wednesday and we
will lift up your prayer concerns to be with you.

The Wapakoneta Family YMCA is once again forming
a co-ed Volleyball League.
If you are interested in forming a team, the information
is on the bulletin board.

Stop by the Trinity Website… Trinity-moulton.com
 Bishop Eaton has finished her thoughts on the Ten Commandments, and we
have all the videos on the site. They are quick, and she really brings them into
how we should live them today. There is also a video of her Christmas message.
 There is always a new Bible Verse on there every day. Special music is being
added all the time.
 The Children’s Christmas program will be on there as well for those who
couldn’t make it or want to see it again.
 The weekly bulletin is always there as is the newsletter. So don’t miss
out! Keep up to date by checking the website.

Jan. 4
Jan. 11
Jan. 18
Jan. 25

@ Harvest Baptist
home v. Jackson Township
@ Wapak UCC
home v. Wapak Salem

The Prayer Shawl group will meet on
Wednesday, January 10 at 10 am & Saturday, January 20 at 9:30 am. You are
welcome to come any length of time you
want. If you are staying through lunch,
pack a sack lunch.
Christian Sympathy is extended to:
The Stolzenburg family. Ron
Mooney, Sandra’s brother-in-law,
passed away in November.
The deadline for information for
the weekly bulletin is
Thursday at 11:00 am.
The deadline for information for the
newsletter is the 15th of the month.

Marian Phillips @ St. Ritas

The family of Robert Engel whose
daughter, Carol Rieger, passed
away in December.

The family of Lawrence & Karen Dietz whose
sister-in-law Velma Dietz passed away in December.

Office hours 8:00
am-1:pm,
Monday through
Friday

PRESIDENT Tracey Wright
VICE-PRESIDENT Susan Lengerich
TRUSTEES Mark Casazza, Keith Ferrand, Kevin Bubp
DEACONS Mike Smith, Chris Smith, Van Wright
ELDERS Bonnie Greve, Jason Risner

Church Office:
419-738-6547 (or) 419-394-3198
trinitylc@bright.net
secretary@trinity-moulton.com
Pastor Melodi:
701-331-9412
mhagen001@luthersem.edu

The Council meeting for January will be combined with the council retreat, which will be January 14th at
Tracey and Van Wright’s House. This will begin at 1:30 with families joining them for a potluck dinner.
Bank Account Balance Less Dedicated As of December 20, 2017
Regular Checking
$73,224.58
Permanent Improvement
4,432.21
Sunday School
3,928.68
Family Ministries
835.02
Youth Fund
6,589.43
Benevolence
2,801.16
Synod
962.33
Local Benevolence 1,400.00
World Hunger
0.00
Garden
233.50
Christmas Families
25.84
Funeral Dinners
153.49
Navajo
5.00
Redeemer
21.00
Men In Missions
894.55
Memorials
4,210.42
Memorial Fund
2,815.42
Pew Cushion Fund 1,395.00
Prayer Shawl Ministry
265.05
Media Fund
2,146.43
Community Outreach
366.21
Kitchen Improvement
1,431.94
27,901.10
73,224.58
-27,901.10
Total Current available
$ 45,323.48

WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE
Nov 26
89
Dec 3
90
Dec 10
86
Dec 17
92
Average 2017: 78

PRAYER CONCERNS
We pray for all of these people both in front of the altar and in our hearts.
We ask for God’s comforting hand upon them and their loved ones.
F. Name
David
Corey
Chris
Bud
Tami
Diane
Penelope
Shut-ins

L. Name
Blackburn
Crawford
Fogt
House
Russel
Thede
Welbaum

Relationship
Member
Friend of Poynter family
Unknown
Brother of Shirley Ann Engel
Great-niece of Lura Mae Olds
Friend of Dianne Logan

Reason/Health Concern
Cancer
Cancer
Guillian Barre
Broken Neck
Leukemia
Cancer

Friend of Mark Casazza

Newborn

Shut-ins:
Marilyn Blackburn
Janet Copeland
Ruth Frazier
Dottie Hobler
Richard & Dorothy Krites
Imogene Miller
Betty Schwarck
Evelyn Wagner

Our Military Friends and
Family:
Greg Hare & wife Chrissy
Dane Chisholm
Join the ladies of Sarah Circle for
Bible Study! January 15 at 1:30 p.m. at
Trinity. We will have a bible study, socialize, and share a dessert. There is no
offering requirement.

Thanks to all for helping to decorate the Christmas tree and the sanctuary and to
De for heading it up and getting the new Decorations. Thanks to Susan for donating
the sandwiches and Bonnie Greve the drinks for the workers.
Thank you to Eric & Melissa Pfenning for organizing the Angel Tree this year. Thank
you also to all who took an angel and provided gifts for the families.
Thank you to the members of the ensemble that enhanced our music on Christmas Eve: Mark Bauer,
Karissa Frische, Alexandra Monnin, Rebekah Monnin, Roger Phillips, Jason Risner, Jessica Tietje,
Marcia Troy, and Molly Zellers. Special thanks to Roger for organizing this again this year.
Thank you to all who helped with Trinity Treats: those who donated items and helped make noodles and
soup, kitchen and lunch stand volunteers, set up and clean up crews, and volunteers on the day of the
event. A total of $4116.08 was sent to Redeemer. This includes the 50% Thrivent Matching Funds.

Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: heaven on earth,
earth in heaven, humanity in God, God in humanity, one whom the
whole universe cannot contain now enclosed in a tiny body. As they
look ... their symbolic gifts bear witness: incense for God, gold for a king,
myrrh for one who is to die. —Peter Chrysologus (5th century)

