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Welcome & Announcements 

Prayers of Praise, Pain, & Protest 

Prelude    Wade in the Water   arr. Mark Hayes 
 

Gathering Song        Songs of Thankfulness and Praise   # 310 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Kyrie      

 



 



Canticle of Praise 

 



 
Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray.  Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice 

moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by 

your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

First Reading         Genesis 1:1-5 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings 

light. This familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced 

much chaos in their history. It remains good news for any person living in the 

chaos and darkness of despair. God created and continues to create new life. 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 
the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsive Reading                  Psalm 29 
 

 1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 



 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7The voice of the LORD 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests 

bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 
 

Choir Anthem  "Celebrate the Child"        Michael Card/arr. Jay Rouse 
 

Second Reading                      Acts 19:1-7 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of 

repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of 

Jesus. After Paul baptized them, the Holy Spirit came upon them and 

empowered them with gifts of the Spirit. 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard 
that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that 
is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 



6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 
spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation              

  

 
Announcement of the Gospel 

The Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Gospel Lesson                          Mark 1:4-11 

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on 

whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the 

Holy Spirit. 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon      



Song                    Baptized and Set Free    # 453 
 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into 

hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Let us pray.  Have mercy, O God. 
 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory   Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart  F. Atkinson 
 

Offertory Response       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 



 

Offering Prayer   

Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the 

earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who 

hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast 

on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 

praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 

bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 

us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Continuous Holy Communion 

Song                                       O Lamb of God 

 



 
Communion Song during Distribution 

 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart  # 800 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 
 

Sending Song Christ, When for Us You Were    # 304 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    Pastoral Air    Murschhauser   
     

From Sundays and Seasons.com  Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006368.  New 

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Music permission by OneLicense  #A-712601.  CCLI #11172672 

Worship Has Ended…The Service Begins 



You are invited to sign the register each week.  People in each pew nearest the black 
book are asked to sign it & pass it down the pew. 
 

Today we are celebrating Holy Communion. We invite all baptized Christians who 
believe that Christ is truly present in this meal to join us.  We offer both wheat or gluten 
free wafers and red wine or white grape juice.  If you prefer gluten free wafers or grape 
juice, simply ask.  All children who do not receive Holy Communion in their own churches 
are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 

The altar flowers this morning are given to the Glory of God by the congregation. 
 

Prayer Concerns: Tami Russel, Diane Thede, David Blackburn, Bud House, Corey 
Crawford, and our shut-ins.   

{Persons will remain on the Prayer List for 3 weeks unless otherwise requested.} 

Youth Activity Bags are located in the cry room.  These bags include activities for 
the youth to be used during worship and a snack.  Please return the bags at the end of 
the service. 
 

We have various collection boxes under the coat rack at the main entrance.  It you 
have items for Redeemer, the Crisis Center, Agape, and other special collections you 
will find the appropriate box in our “collection corner”. 
 

January Prayer Practice:  Silence.  Anyone is welcome to practice silent prayer 
with us at Trinity every week on Wednesdays at noon in the sanctuary, or the first 
Wednesday of the month at 7pm.  If you can’t join us face to face, we still encourage 
you to practice silence where you are at noon on Wednesdays either at work, at 
school, at the gym, or in your car.  Take 5 minutes of silence and pray with us.  You 
are also welcome to text Pastor Melodi at 701-331-9412 by noon Wednesday and we 
will lift up your prayer concerns to be with you.  
 

2017 Contribution Statements are available in the Narthex.  Please pick yours up 
today. 
 

The Sunday School Staff will meet Tuesday at 7 pm. 
 

All are welcome to attend the service of Epiphany Lessons and Carols to be held 
Sunday, January 7, 2 p.m., at St. Joseph Church, Wapakoneta.  This hour-long service 
will include readings from Scripture and beautiful Christmas music, extending the 
season to its fullest.  Join us for Christmas joy!  Refreshments and fellowship will 
follow. 
 

 



Birthdays this week:  Frank Becher, Vivian Herbst, Jenifer Egbert, Mark 
Stolzenburg, Diane Voisin, Kay Bruggeman, Kris Fry, Terry Turner, Diane Blackburn, 
Adam Williams 
 

 

December 31, 2017       Attendance 44 

Current Offering received:  $1,999.84 Budget Needed:  $3,672.00 
    

 

Next Sunday 

Cierra Vanover, Acolyte 

Dianne Logan, Altar Flower Care 

Van Wright, Lay Reader 

 
 

This Week’s Schedule 

 Tuesday   7:00 pm  Sunday School Staff  

Wednesday  10:00 am  Prayer Shawl 

     12:00 pm  Silent Prayer 

6:00 pm  Catechism 

     7:30 pm  Choir  

 Thursday   8:00 pm  Dartball v. Jackson Twp. 

 Next Sunday  9:00 am  Sunday School 

10:15 am  Worship – Installation of officers 

1:30 pm  Council Retreat/meeting 
    

Deadline for information for the weekly bulletin is Thursday at 11 am. 
The deadline for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Pastor Melodi’s contact information: 
Office: 419-738-6547     Cell:  701-331-9412 

Email:  mhagen001@luthersem.edu 
Office Hours:  Monday-Wednesday, 9am – Noon, or by appointment 

 
 

Check out the website each week for announcements and information.  
trinity-moulton.com 

 
Or Follow Trinity on Facebook at Trinity Lutheran-Moulton 

 

  
 

or on Instagram at trinity.lutheran.moulton 
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