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Welcome & Announcements 

Prayers of Praise, Pain, & Protest 

Prelude   It Came upon a Midnight Clear  Richard S. Willis 
 

Gathering Song         O Come, All Ye Faithful    # 283 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Congregation be seated for the Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 He Came Down  #253  

 

 



Advent Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 

abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct 

your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the 

world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

First Reading         2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Instead of David building a house (temple) for the Lord, the Lord promises to 

establish David’s house (dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the 

Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people of 

Israel remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, 

the Lord’s anointed. 

1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from 
all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am 
living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the 
king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my 
servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 
6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from 
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 
7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a 
word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore 
thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from 
the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that 
they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict 
them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people 
Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to 
you that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be 
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

 



The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsive Reading                  Luke 1:46b-55 
 

 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

  and holy is your name. 

 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 

  from generation to generation.  

 51You have shown strength with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 

  and lifting up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry with good things 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

  to remember the promise of mercy, 

 55the promise made to our forbears, 

  to Abraham and his children forever.  
 

Second Reading                      Romans 16:25-27 

Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because in the 

proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ God has revealed the promised, 

divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ 

in order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations. 

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 
kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is 
made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to 
bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 



Gospel Acclamation              All Earth Is Hopeful verse 1  # 266 
 

Announcement of the Gospel 

The Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Gospel Lesson                          Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 



The Christmas Message 

Part 1.  The Registration 
 

Song                O Little Town of Bethlehem vs. 1   # 279 
 

Part 2.  The Animals 
 

 

Song  O Little Town of Bethlehem vs. 2   # 279 
 

Part 3.  The Shepherds and Angels 
 

Song  O Little Town of Bethlehem vs. 3   # 279 
 

Part 4.  The Presentation of our Savior 
 

Song  O Little Town of Bethlehem vs. 4   # 279 
 

Hymn of the Day  Go Tell It on the Mountain!  # 290 
 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into 

hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory   Night of Silence  Daniel Kantor Arr. John Ferguson 

Sung by Keith & Karissa Frische  

Accompanied by Kyle & Tammy Frische in Four Hand Piano 
 



Words of Institution for the Holy Communion 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion Hymn What Child Is This    # 296 

    Love Has Come    # 292 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray.  God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of 

that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to 

make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 

Sending Song  Good Christian Friends Rejoice # 288 
 

Dismissal 

Go in Peace to serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude    Away in a Manger  
     

From Sundays and Seasons.com  Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006368.  New 

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Music permission by OneLicense  #A-712601.  CCLI #11172672 

Worship Has Ended…The Service Begins 



Thank you to the Sunday School staff and students for sharing the Christmas Story 
with us this morning. 

The Cast 
 

Reader: Daniel Lengerich 
 

Joseph: Simon Smith 
 

Mary: Carly Craft 
 

Animals: Hannah Vanover, Paisley Hobler, Liam Lucas, Lucas Graves,  
Tyler Graves, Hunter Howell, Jaxon Nale, Levi Wicker 
 

Animal Group Leaders: Becca Poynter, C. J. Bauer 
 

Shepherds: Levi Hobler, Devin Kysenceder, Zaden Williams,  
Landon Lucas, Ethan Mullen 

 

Shepherd Group Leaders:  Easton Craft, Dallas Smith 
 

Angels: Brynn Egbert, Anna Hagen, Olivia Hagen, Savannah Howell,  
Zandry Williams, Chloe Bauer, Stella Steinke 
 

Angel Group Leaders:  Kara Lochard, Cierra Vanover 
 

“Jesus Our Brother” solos:  Donkey: Daniel Lengerich  
                                            Cow: Jaxon Nale and Chloe Bauer 
                                            Sheep: Anna Hagen and Brynn Egbert 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



You are invited to sign the register each week.  People in each pew nearest the black 
book are asked to sign it & pass it down the pew. 
 

Thank you to the Frische Family for providing special music this morning. 
 

Today we are celebrating Holy Communion. We invite all baptized Christians who 
believe that Christ is truly present in this meal to join us.  We offer both wheat or gluten 
free wafers and red wine or white grape juice.  If you prefer gluten free wafers or grape 
juice, simply ask.  All children who do not receive Holy Communion in their own churches 
are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 

The Altar Flowers this morning are given to the Glory of God by the Rieger family in 
memory of Carol Rieger. 
 

Prayer Concerns: Tami Russel, Diane Thede, David Blackburn, Bud House, Chris 
Fogt, Penelope Welbaum, Corey Crawford, Marian Phillips, and our shut-ins.   

{Persons will remain on the Prayer List for 3 weeks unless otherwise requested.} 
 

Christian Sympathy is extended to the family of Robert Engel, whose daughter, 
Carol Rieger, passed away last week; and also to the family of Lawrence & Karen 
Dietz whose sister-in-law, Velma Dietz, passed away last week. 
 

Join us next Sunday for a service of lessons and carols. There will not be Sunday 
School next Sunday. 
 

Youth Activity Bags are located in the cry room.  These bags include activities for 
the youth to be used during worship and a snack.  Please return the bags at the end of 
the service. 
 

We have various collection boxes under the coat rack at the main entrance.  It you 
have items for Redeemer, the Crisis Center, Agape, and other special collections you 
will find the appropriate box in our “collection corner”. 
 

2018 Offering Envelopes are available in the back.  Please stop by the table and 
pick up yours and those of your family.   
 

Pastor Melodi will be visiting family in ND this week and will return to Trinity 
Wednesday, Jan. 3rd.  If you have any pastoral concerns please contact Martha at the 
office or Pastor Neil Brady at First English, Wapakoneta. The office will be closed 
December 25 & 26 and January 1.  Thank you.  
 

 

 



January Prayer Practice:  Silence.  Anyone is welcome to practice silent prayer 
with us at Trinity every week on Wednesdays at noon in the sanctuary, or the first 
Wednesday of the month at 7pm.  If you can’t join us face to face, we still encourage 
you to practice silence where you are at noon on Wednesdays either at work, at 
school, at the gym, or in your car.  Take 5 minutes of silence and pray with us.  You 
are also welcome to text Pastor Melodi at 701-331-9412 by noon Wednesday and we 
will lift up your prayer concerns to be with you.  
 

If you purchased a poinsettia for our sanctuary, please take it home with you 
following the 7:30 pm Worship.  Names are on a card and with the appropriate plant to 
make it easier for you to locate what you provided. 
 

Kid's Offering:  Thank you to our Sunday School kids and congregation for 
supporting their offering in worship to support the kids ministry at Redeemer in Toledo, 
Ohio.  So far, we have received $3,928.68, and we will be sending these gifts to 
Redeemer this week.   
 

Birthdays this week:  Keith Frische, Olivia Hagen, Pat Smith, Mark Mosier, Erika 
Myers 
 

Anniversaries this week:  Frank & Happy Becher, Mark & Deb Williams 
 

December 17, 2017       Attendance 92 

Current Offering received:  $2,503.50 Budget Needed:  $3,213.00 
    

Next Sunday 

Dallas Smith, Acolyte 

Happy Becher, Altar Flower Care 

Bonnie Greve, Lay Readers 
 

This Week’s Schedule 

 Monday & Tuesday Office Closed   

 Thursday   8:00 pm  Dartball @ Clay 

 Friday   5:00 pm  Wedding Rehearsal 

 Saturday   3:30 pm  Turner/ Rodeheffer wedding 

 Next Sunday  10:15 am  Worship  
    

Deadline for information for the weekly bulletin is Thursday at 11 am. 
The deadline for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 

 

 
 



 
Pastor Melodi’s contact information: 

Office: 419-738-6547     Cell:  701-331-9412 
Email:  mhagen001@luthersem.edu 

Office Hours:  Monday-Wednesday, 9am – Noon, or by appointment 
Check out the website each week for announcements and information.  

trinity-moulton.com 
Or Follow Trinity on Facebook at Trinity Lutheran-Moulton 

 or on Instagram at trinity.lutheran.moulton 
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The poinsettias that beautify our sanctuary have been given to the Glory of God by 

the following people: 

Frank & Happy Becher in memory of Frank’s Sisters 

Kevin & Malinda Bubp in memory of our Loved Family Members 

Marge Daugherty in memory of John & Carrie Elsass, Robert Daughterty, 

and Ronald Daugherty 

Robert & Shirley Ann Engel in honor of our Grandchildren 

Dianne Logan in honor of Family and Friends 

Roger & Marian Phillips in memory of Loved Ones 

Jason & Darlene Risner in honor of Carolyn Risner and Leona Burrell, and in 

memory of Joe Risner, Charles Burrell, and Raymond & Winona Mees 

Jerry & Nikki Sawmiller in memory of Mike & Joyce Schlenker 

Kerm Stroh Family in memory of Elmer & Emma Stroh, Mary Lu Stroh, 

Daniel Stroh, Ollie & Marguerite Schwerr, and Charles “Buck” Stroh 

Bill & Marcia Troy in memory of Loved Ones 

Jackie Williams in memory of Cloice & Maxine Williams, Deb & Fred 

Fiebelkorn, and Ron Williams 


