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CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 



Pre-Service Music 

 Breath of Heaven  Amy Grant  

Sung by Teri Hirschfeld 

 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child  arr Mark Hayes 

   Sung by Jeff Hertenstein, Molly Zellers, Megan Hertenstein 
 

Prelude  O Little Town of Bethlehem   
  

Opening Hymn  “O Come All Ye Faithful”   # 283 
 

Invocation  
 

Call to Worship:  Isaiah 9:2-6 

L: The people who walked in darkness 

C: Have seen a great light. 

L: For those who lived in a land of deep darkness 

C: On them the light has shined!  

L: You have populated the nation, 

C: You have increased our joy! 

L: We are so glad to be in your presence of joy! 

C: We celebrate by sharing your rich gifts and warm greetings. 

L: For a child has been born for us! 

C: The gift of a son for us! 

L: The authority of God rests on his shoulders now.  

C: And we will call him: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, and Prince of Peace! 
 

Lighting of Christ Candle    “He Came Down”   #253  
 

Prayer of the day:   

Let us pray.  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 

brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk 

in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen 
 



Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, 

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Art Meditation:  Choir Anthem  “Tiny Miracle” 
 



Sermon  “Don’t Be Afraid” 
 

Christmas Hymn  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  # 270 
 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Offertory Mary, Did You Know  Mark Lowry, Buddy Greene  

Arr. Keith Frische/acapella duet 

Sung by Keith & Karissa Frische  

Offering   
 

Words of Institution for the Holy Communion 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 
 

Communion Hymn 

 “Angels We Have Heard on High”   # 289 

 “Away in a Manger”      # 278 



Prayer after Communion. 

Let us pray.  God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a 

foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good 

things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 

the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Candles 
 

“Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child, 

Holy infant, so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar. 

Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light. 

Radiant beams from your holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

Closing Prayer    

We gather at the manger in hope and expectation for the Christ child to 

save the world and us.  We pray for his light to shine in the darkness of 

our world and bring unity and healing.  We pray for his light to shine in 

the darkness of our hearts to help us to receive his gifts of forgiveness 

and a new start.  We bring to the manger all the concerns of the world 

and all the concerns on our heart this night. We gather at the manger 

trusting in Jesus Christ, the light, and the life of the world.  Amen.  
 

 



Christmas Blessing:  
 

Sending Hymn   “Joy to the World”     # 267 
 

Postlude   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved.  Music permission by OneLicense  #A-712601.  CCLI #11172672 

 

We wish you a happy and joyous Christmas! May the life of the Christ 

child be radiated in our lives all year long! 
  

Today we are celebrating Holy Communion. We invite all baptized Christians who 

believe that Christ is truly present in this meal to join us.  We offer both wheat or gluten 

free wafers and red wine or white grape juice.  If you prefer gluten free wafers or grape 

juice, simply ask.  All children who do not receive Holy Communion in their own churches 

are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

The altar flowers today are given to the Glory of God by the Rieger family in memory 

of Carol Rieger. 

You are invited to sign the register.  People in each pew nearest the black book are 

asked to sign it & pass it down the pew. 

Thank you to Teri Hirschfeld, Jeff Hertenstein, Molly Zellers, Megan Hertenstein, Keith 
Frische, & Karissa Frische for providing special music this evening. 
 

Thank you to the ensemble accompanying some of our hymns:  Mark Bauer, Karissa 
Frische, Alexandra Monnin, Rebekah Monnin, Roger Phillips, Jason Risner, Jessica 
Tietje, Marcia Troy, and Molly Zellers.  Special thanks to Roger for organizing this 
again this year. 
  

Thank you to Tommy Risner and Jessica Tietje for accompanying us on “Silent Night”. 

If you purchased a poinsettia for our sanctuary, please take it home with you following 
Worship.  Names are on a card and with the appropriate plant to make it easier for you 
to locate what you provided. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The poinsettias that beautify our sanctuary have been given to the Glory of God by 

the following people: 

Frank & Happy Becher in memory of Frank’s Sisters 

Kevin & Malinda Bubp in memory of our Loved Family Members 

Marge Daugherty in memory of John & Carrie Elsass, Robert Daughterty, 

and Ronald Daugherty 

Robert & Shirley Ann Engel in honor of our Grandchildren 

Dianne Logan in honor of Family and Friends 

Roger & Marian Phillips in memory of Loved Ones 

Jason & Darlene Risner in honor of Carolyn Risner and Leona Burrell, and in 

memory of Joe Risner, Charles Burrell, and Raymond & Winona Mees 

Jerry & Nikki Sawmiller in memory of Mike & Joyce Schlenker 

Kerm Stroh Family in memory of Elmer & Emma Stroh, Mary Lu Stroh, 

Daniel Stroh, Ollie & Marguerite Schwerr, and Charles “Buck” Stroh 

Bill & Marcia Troy in memory of Loved Ones 

Jackie Williams in memory of Cloice & Maxine Williams, Deb & Fred 

Fiebelkorn, and Ron Williams 


