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Welcome New Members & Announcements 

Prayers of Praise, Pain, & Protest 

Prelude  Watchman, Tell Us of the Night   Jacob Hintze 
 

Gathering Song         Joy to the World    # 267 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Kyrie      

 



 



Congregation be seated for the Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 He Came Down  #253 verses 1, 2 & 3 

Children’s Message 

Advent Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray.  Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and 

open our ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your 

Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen 
 

First Reading         Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they 

continued to face hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year 

described in Leviticus 25, the prophet, moved by the spirit of the Lord, 

announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for those who 

mourn. 

 1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
  because the LORD has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations. 



 8For I the LORD love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsive Reading                  Psalm 126 
 

 1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

  then were we like those who dream. 

 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts 

of joy. 

  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great 

things for them.” 

 3The LORD has done great things for us, 

  and we are glad indeed. 

 4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

  like the watercourses of the Negeb.   

 5Those who sowed with tears 

  will reap with songs of joy. 

 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 

  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  
 



Choir Anthem  “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”  
 

Second Reading                      1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live 

lives of continual joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is 

grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming. 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise 
the words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from 
every form of evil. 
  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation               

 
Announcement of the Gospel 

The Gospel according to John the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Gospel Lesson                          John 1:6-8, 19-28 

John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is 

presented as a witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself 

to Christ, the true light. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 



  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they 
said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23He said,  
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are 
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John 
answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Art Meditation  “Each Winter As the Year Grows Older” 
    

Advent Reflection  “Listening for the Voice in the Darkness” 
   

Song                Prepare the Royal Highway    # 264 

 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into 

hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 



Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory  Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne  Timothy R. Matthews 
 

Offertory Response       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

 

Offering Prayer   

Let us pray.  God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of 

your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as 

we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 

praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 



through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 



bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Continuous Holy Communion 

Song                                       O Lamb of God 

 

 
Communion Song during Distribution 

 Christ, Be Our Light  # 715 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray.  God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of 

that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to 

make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

 



Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 

Sending Song  All Earth Is Hopeful   # 266 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  Basque Carol 
     

From Sundays and Seasons.com  Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006368.  New 

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Music permission by OneLicense  #A-712601.  CCLI #11172672 

Worship Has Ended…The Service Begins 
 

Thank you to Susan & Daniel Lengerich for providing special music this morning. 
 

You are invited to sign the register each week.  People in each pew nearest the black 
book are asked to sign it & pass it down the pew. 
 

Today we are celebrating Holy Communion. We invite all baptized Christians who 
believe that Christ is truly present in this meal to join us.  We offer both wheat or gluten 
free wafers and red wine or white grape juice.  If you prefer gluten free wafers or grape 
juice, simply ask.  All children who do not receive Holy Communion in their own churches 
are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 

The Altar Flowers this morning are given to the Glory of God by Bruce & Deb 
Monnin in honor of their wedding anniversary. 
 

Prayer Concerns: Tami Russel, Diane Thede, David Blackburn, Bud House, Chris 
Fogt, Carol Rieger, Penelope Welbaum, Corey Crawford and our shut-ins.   

{Persons will remain on the Prayer List for 3 weeks unless otherwise requested.} 
 

Youth Activity Bags are located in the cry room.  These bags include activities for 
the youth to be used during worship and a snack.  Please return the bags at the end of 
the service. 
 

We have various collection boxes under the coat rack at the main entrance.  It you 
have items for Redeemer, the Crisis Center, Agape, and other special collections you 
will find the appropriate box in our “collection corner”. 
 



Blue Christmas Service Dec. 21st 6pm at Trinity Lutheran.  A community wide 
prayer service on the darkest day of the year to pray and support one another who 
may be having a difficult time celebrating because of the loss of a loved one, loss of 
good health, or someone just needing time to pause in the busyness of the season to 
just be.  All are welcome to join us in the dark as we pray and light a candle in hope for 
God to answer our prayers.   
 

Christmas Caroling Wednesday, Dec. 20th at 6pm-7pm.  All are welcome! 
 

Christmas Angel project:  The angels need to be returned today.  Gifts do not need 
wrapped, just bring them in with the Angel attached 
 

For anyone interested in sending a card to Carol Rieger, copies of her address 
are available on the bulletin board. 
. 

2018 Offering Envelopes are available in the back.  Please stop by the table and 
pick up yours and those of your family.  Do not begin using these envelopes until 
January. 
 

Sarah Circle will meet at noon tomorrow at JT’s in St. Marys for their monthly 
meeting. 
 

Birthdays this week:  Marge Daugherty, Barb Place 
 

Anniversaries this week:  Dwight & Megan Werling 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 10, 2017       Attendance 86 

Current Offering received:  $2,609.60 Budget Needed:  $3,213.00 
     

Next Sunday 

10:30 Becca Poynter, 7:30 Isaiah Smith, Acolytes 

Happy Becher, Altar Flower Care 

10:30 youth, 7:30 Deb Monnin, Lay Readers 
 

This Week’s Schedule 

 Monday   12:00 pm  Sarah Circle meet at JT’s 

Wednesday  6:00 pm  Catechism 

7:30 pm  Choir 

 Thursday   6:00 pm  Blue Christmas Prayer Service 

8:00 pm  Dartball @ Jackson North 

 Next Sunday  9:00 am  Sunday School  

10:15 am  Worship w/HC, Sunday School  

Program 

     7:30 pm  Candlelight Worship w/HC 
    

Deadline for information for the weekly bulletin is Thursday at 11 am. 
The deadline for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastor Melodi’s contact information: 
Office: 419-738-6547     Cell:  701-331-9412 

Email:  mhagen001@luthersem.edu 
Office Hours:  Monday-Wednesday, 9am – Noon, or by appointment 

 
Check out the website each week for announcements and information.  

trinity-moulton.com 
Or Follow Trinity on Facebook at Trinity Lutheran-Moulton 

  
or on Instagram at trinity.lutheran.moulton 
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9:00 am    Sunday School 

10:15 am Worhip with Holy Communion and the Sunday School 

Christmas Program 

7:30 pm Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Please plan to join us! 

 

 


