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Welcome & Announcements 

Prayers of Praise, Pain, & Protest 

Prelude   Savior of the Nations, Come  Franklin D. Ashdown  
  

Gathering Song               All Earth Is Hopeful    # 266 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

Kyrie          

 



 

 
 



Congregation be seated for the Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 He Came Down  #253 verses 1 & 2 

Children’s Message 

Advent Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray.  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 

only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

First Reading               Isaiah 40:1-11 

In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s 

people in Babylon is over. The Lord will deliver Israel and will care for her as 

a shepherd cares for his sheep. This word can be trusted, because the only 

enduring reality in life is the word of the Lord. 

 1Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
  and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
 3A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 



 All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Here is your God!” 
 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsive Reading                  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 

 1You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; 

  you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

 2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people 

  and blotted out all their sins. 

 8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their 

hearts to you. 

 9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell in our land.  

 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 

  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 



 11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

 12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 

  and our land will yield its increase. 

 13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 

  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 

Choir Anthem   “The Coming of the Lord”   Pepper Choplin 
 

Second Reading                      2 Peter 3:8-15 

This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of 

Jesus, especially concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author 

of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised coming of the Lord 

through conduct dedicated to God. 

8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his 
promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to 
perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 
and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be 
dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought 
you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, 
we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
 
  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by 
him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation 

 
Announcement of the Gospel 

The Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Gospel Lesson                            Mark 1:1-8 

The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Art Meditation  Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
    

Advent Reflection  “Unworthy to tie but…”   
 



Song   On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  # 249 
 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into 

hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  arr. Robert Lau  
     

Offertory Response       Create in Me 

 

 



Offering Prayer  

Let us pray.  God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of 

your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as 

we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen.  
 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 
 

Sending Song   Hark, the Glad Sound    # 239 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    Ready    Charles Davis Tillman   
 

Worship Has Ended…The Service Begins 
From Sundays and Seasons.com  Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006368.  New 

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Music permission by OneLicense  #A-712601.  CCLI #11172672 
 

Thank you Jeff Hertenstein for providing special music this morning. 
 

You are invited to sign the register each week.  People in each pew nearest the black 
book are asked to sign it & pass it down the pew. 
 

The Altar Flowers this morning are given to the Glory of God by Van & Tracey 
Wright in honor of their 40th wedding anniversary. 
 



Prayer Concerns: Tami Russel, Diane Thede, David Blackburn, Bud House, Chris 
Fogt, Carol Rieger, Penelope Welbaum, Corey Crawford and our shut-ins.   

{Persons will remain on the Prayer List for 3 weeks unless otherwise requested.} 
 

Youth Activity Bags are located in the cry room.  These bags include activities for 
the youth to be used during worship and a snack.  Please return the bags at the end of 
the service. 
 

We have various collection boxes under the coat rack at the main entrance.  It you 
have items for Redeemer, the Crisis Center, Agape, and other special collections you 
will find the appropriate box in our “collection corner”. 
 

Poinsettia order forms are available in the Narthex.  These are due to the office 
today. 
 

The Annual Congregational Meeting is today. We will have a meal at 11:30 am, 
with the council providing the meat and beverages.  The meeting will begin at noon.  
All members are encouraged to attend.   
 

Christmas Angel project:  The angels are up and available in the Narthex.  We will 
need to have all gifts back to the church by Sunday, December 17th.  Gifts do not need 
wrapped, just bring them in with the Angel attached.  Funds have been collected 
throughout the year, so a special offering is no longer needed.  Any questions, please 
talk to Eric & Melissa Pfenning. 
 

For anyone interested in sending a card to Carol Rieger, copies of her address 
are available on the bulletin board. 
. 

2018 Offering Envelopes are available in the back.  Please stop by the table and 
pick up yours and those of your family.  Do not begin using these envelopes until 
January. 
 

Prayer Shawl Group will meet Wednesday morning at 10:30. 
 

Haiti 2018  Pastor Melodi will be going with SMI.org to Haiti Feb. 19-26.  Her Haiti 
mission team is raising funds to purchase beans and rice for kids and families in 
need.  You can purchase Haiti Coffee or goods today down stairs, or give a donation. 
All gifts will go directly to feeding the Haitian people. Thank you for your support! 
 

Birthdays this week:  Linda Lee, Liam Lucas, Glen Miller, Kameron Pfenning, Nancy 
Fritz, Bud Vanover 
 

Anniversaries this week:  Van & Tracey Wright, Bruce & Deb Monnin 
 



December 3, 2017       Attendance 90 

Current Offering received:  $5,779.59 Budget Needed:  $3,213.00 
     

Next Sunday 

Haley Payne, Acolyte 

Pat Smith, Altar Flower Care 

Kathy Moellenkamp, Lay Reader 
 

This Week’s Schedule 

 Today   Noon  Annual Congregational Meeting 

 Monday   7:30 pm  Council 

Wednesday  10:30 am  Prayer Shawl 

6:00 pm  Catechism 

7:30 pm  Choir 

 Thursday   8:00 am  Redeemer Trip 

8:00 pm  Dartball home v. Anna 

 Next Sunday  9:00 am  Sunday School  

10:15 am  Worship w/HC 
    

Deadline for information for the weekly bulletin is Thursday at 11 am. 
The deadline for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 

 

 

Pastor Melodi’s contact information: 
Office: 419-738-6547     Cell:  701-331-9412 

Email:  mhagen001@luthersem.edu 
Office Hours:  Monday-Wednesday, 9am – Noon, or by appointment 

 
Check out the website each week for announcements and information.  

trinity-moulton.com 
Or Follow Trinity on Facebook at Trinity Lutheran-Moulton 

  
or on Instagram at trinity.lutheran.moulton 
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Response Form Information 
 

 

1. Please mark your calendar for Thursday, December 14th for a trip to 

Redeemer in Toledo.  The plan is to spend the day there and get to experience 

a short worship service followed by their Pantry Day, which is their food give 

away, from 12 – 2:00.  We will be meeting with Pastor Lori, Cindy, the crew 

and have lunch with them.  Depending on time, it may be possible to 

experience a little of their After School Program, also.  Currently, we plan to 

leave around 8 am and be back by 5 pm.  Times will be firmed up closer to 

the date. Please sign up if you are interested in participating in this trip.  See 

Karen Dietz if you have questions. 

In preparation for the Redeemer trip, we would like to accumulate things they 
so desperately need.   

This list is also available in the Narthex for you to take shopping with you. 
PLEASE BRING TO THE CHURCH BY DECEMBER 13th.   

Bins are under the coat rack or the Deacons can help take items. 

• hats, gloves 
• socks (kids through adults) 
• any additional winter clothing 

 The Church could use: 

• Clorox disinfectant, for the kitchen, bathrooms and floors,  
• toilet paper  
• dish and hand soaps 

The Pantry could use the normal personal items;  

• deodorants, shampoos, razors, soaps, toothpaste, denture cleaners  
• laundry detergents, toilet paper 

Donated coats can be placed in the hallway closet in the education unit or given to 
Susan Lengerich. 

 
 


