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Welcome & Announcements 

Prayers of Praise, Pain, & Protest 

Prelude   The Church’s One Foundation arr. Mary McDonald 
 

Gathering Song         A Mighty Fortress    # 504 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Kyrie      

 



 



Canticle of Praise 

 



 
Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray.  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy 

Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on 

your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 

comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 

gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
 

Children’s Sermon:  David & Goliath 
 

First Reading         Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will 

expect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will 

defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is 

possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. 

Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 
 



The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsive Reading                  Psalm 46 
 

 1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  

 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with 

fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

Choir Anthem   "The Lord is Our Refuge"        J. S. Bach 

arr. Hal H. Hopson 
 

Second Reading                      Philippians 2:1-13 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 

Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God 

through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God 

through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of 

grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 



19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation              

  

 
Announcement of the Gospel 

The Gospel according to John the 8th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Gospel Lesson                          John 8:31-36 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his 

word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 



33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son 
has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  “Freedom of a Christian:  Freedom to Repent”  
   

Song                  Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love   # 708  
 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into 

hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory    A Mighty Fortress   arr. Michael Ryan 
 

Offertory Response       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 



 

Offering Prayer   

Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 

goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 

possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 

your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.   Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 

praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen.  

Invitation to Communion 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Continuous Holy Communion 



Song                                       O Lamb of God 

 

 
Communion Song during Distribution 

 Let Us Break Bread Together  # 471 

We Place upon Your Table, Lord # 467 
  

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 

you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now 

send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 
 

Sending Song   We Are Called   # 720 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
 



Postlude    Faith of Our Fathers  arr. David H. Hegarty 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com  Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006368.  New 

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Music permission by OneLicense  #A-712601.  CCLI #11172672 

Worship Has Ended…The Service Begins 
 

You are invited to sign the register each week.  People in each pew nearest the black 
book are asked to sign it & pass it down the pew. 
 

Today we are celebrating Holy Communion. We invite all baptized Christians who 
believe that Christ is truly present in this meal to join us.  We offer both wheat or gluten 
free wafers and red wine or white grape juice.  If you prefer gluten free wafers or grape 
juice, simply ask.  All children who do not receive Holy Communion in their own churches 
are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 

The Altar Flowers this morning are given to the Glory of God by Larry & Linda Lee 
in memory of Betty Bradford. 
 

Prayer Concerns: Tami Russel and our shut-ins.   
{Persons will remain on the Prayer List for 3 weeks unless otherwise requested.} 

 

Youth Activity Bags are located in the cry room.  These bags include activities for 
the youth to be used during worship and a snack.  Please return the bags at the end of 
the service. 
 

NOWS Disaster Response Guide With so much happening in the world, it can be 
easy to become overwhelmed and unable to understand how to help those who are 
suffering in other parts of the country. The Northwestern Ohio Synod office has 
compiled a list of resources into one comprehensive guide, to help you help others. A 
copy of this document is available this morning from a deacon if you would like one. 
 

You are invited to join St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Wapakoneta for a special 
commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  A presentation of the 
2003 film Luther starring Joseph Fiennes will be showing at 7:00 pm on October 30th, 
2017 at the Wapa Theatre in Wapakoneta.  Free admission!  Many thanks to the Wapa 
Theatre for hosting this event!! 
 

 

 



Looking for something that used to be in the back of the Narthex or outside 

the office?  All pamphlets, magazines, monthly devotions, etc. have been 
consolidated in one place!  Everything can be found across from the main bulletin 
board on the north wall (next to the elevator). 
 

 “The Voices at BGSU” will present a Spiritual Concert on Sunday, October 29, 
2:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Church, Wapakoneta.  The event is free and open to the 
public; a free will offering will be accepted for the benefit of the choir.  “The Voices at 
BGSU” is an acapella ensemble that has competed at the Detroit Spiritual Competition, 
where the group has placed first. All are welcome! 
 

Anyone interested in participating in a variety of mission work projects, 
please attend a brief meeting following the church service on November 12, 2017, in 
the lounge.  We will be reorganizing the "prayer shawl" group's mission, asking for 
ideas for other ways to get parishioners involved in missions and considering a name 
change for the group to better reflect what we do in the future.  We do not want to limit 
ways we, as a group, could minister to others. If you cannot attend the meeting, 
contact Karen Dietz or Susan Lengerich following the meeting for details. 
 

We have various collection boxes under the coat rack at the main entrance.  It you 
have items for Redeemer, the Crisis Center, Agape, and other special collections you 
will find the appropriate box in our “collection corner”. 
 

The 2018 Altar Flower Care schedule will soon be completed.  If anyone wishes to 
go off or be added to the schedule, please contact Sandra Stolzenburg or the office. 
 

All are invited to the Fair Trade Sale that will be held on November 11 & 12 
(Saturday & Sunday) at Immaculate Conception Church, North Main Street, Botkins. 
Hours are Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Purchase unique, handcrafted gifts and delicious 
coffee, tea, chocolate, and spices, as you support farmers and artisans around the 
world build better lives for their families. We’ll see you on November 11 & 12!  
 

Birthdays this week:  Kristine Stinebaugh, Wendell Schultz, Linell Hertenstein, 
Miriam Pfenning, Cathy Tester, Karissa Frische, Jason Risner 
 

Anniversaries this week:  Ned & Ruby Berlet, Sheri & Douglas Werling 
 

 

 

 



October 22, 2017       Attendance 112 

Current Offering received:  $2,225.65 Budget Needed:  $3,213.00 

Balance in Current:  $47,425.92 

Parsonage Fund:  $4,688.28    
   

Next Sunday 

Haley Payne, Acolyte 

Nikki Sawmiller, Altar Flower Care 

Van Wright, Lay Reader 
 

This Week’s Schedule 

Wednesday  6:00 pm  Catechism 

    7:00 pm  Catechism Family Time 

7:30 pm  Choir 

 Thursday   4:30 pm  Loaves N Fishes 

8:00 pm  Dartball v. Wapak UCC 

 Next Sunday  All Saints Sunday 

9:00 am  Sunday School 

10:15 am  Worship w/HC 
    

 

Deadline for information for the weekly bulletin is Thursday at 11 am. 

The deadline for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Response Form Information 

 

1. Trinity will again host Loaves N Fishes on November 2.  Please sign up if 

you can help prepare, serve, or clean up.  We do not have a need for 

desserts this time. 

2. On November 12 will have an Afternoon of Art & Advent.  We will 

gather for a light lunch, a reading of the Advent texts, and have space to 

create art and banners and sing hymns to prepare for our Advent worship 

services.  All ages an all abilities and gifts are welcome!  Please sign up if 

you plan to participate. 

3. On November 19 we will have a Pie Social following worship to 

welcome new members.  Please sign up if you can bring a pie to help us 

celebrate. 

4. We would like to plan a time to make noodles for Trinity Treats. Please 

indicate on the Response Form if you are interested as well as the day 

and time you are available to help.   

 
Why are we Lutheran?  Why do we do what we do?  Today Pastor Melodi 

is continuing a sermon series on "The Freedoms of a Christian" based on 

Martin Luther's work leading up to our celebration of the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation.  Each week you are invited to fill out the yellow slip of paper 

(on the back) in your bulletin and write down your questions about what we 

believe and why we do what we do?  Hope you will join the conversation and 

celebration of our faith!  

 
  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastor Melodi’s contact information: 
Office: 419-738-6547     Cell:  701-331-9412 

Email:  mhagen001@luthersem.edu 
Office Hours:  Monday-Wednesday, 9am – Noon, or by appointment 

 
Check out the website each week for announcements and information.  

trinity-moulton.com 
Or Follow Trinity on Facebook at Trinity Lutheran-Moulton 

  
or on Instagram at trinity.lutheran.moulton 
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