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Welcome & Announcements 

Prayers of Praise, Pain, & Protest 

Prelude Jesus, Name above All Names w/ O, How I Love Jesus  arr M Hayes 
 

Gathering Song         God Is Here    # 526 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Kyrie      

 



 



Canticle of Praise 

 



 
Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray.  God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and 

failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those 

things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

First Reading         Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their 

parents were and did, or who think they cannot turn from their wicked ways. 

God insistently invites people to turn and live. 

1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no 
more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as 
well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from 
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they 
have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the 
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 
their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions 
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of 
Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is 
it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, 
says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity 



will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 
committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the 
Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsive Reading                  Psalm 25:1-9 
 

 1To you, O LORD, 

  I lift up my soul. 

 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 

  and teach me your paths.  

 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day 

long. 

 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 

  for they are from everlasting. 

 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 

goodness, O LORD. 

 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

 9You lead the lowly in justice 

  and teach the lowly your way.  
 

Second Reading                      Philippians 2:1-13 

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early 

Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on 

the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we 

share as the foundation for Christian accord. 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same 



mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation              

  



 
Announcement of the Gospel 

The Gospel according to Matthew the 16th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Gospel Lesson                          Matthew 21:23-32 

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins 

teaching there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are 

supposed to be in charge of the temple. 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 
us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 
mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you 
in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon      

Song                   Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word   # 517 
 



Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into 

hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory   The Beauty of Holiness    Norman Warren 
 

Offertory Response       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 



 

Offering Prayer   

Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the 

earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who 

hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast 

on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 

praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 

bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 

us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Continuous Holy Communion 

Song                                       O Lamb of God 

 



 
Communion Song during Distribution 

 Choir Anthem "Come Find Forgiveness and Love"       Besig/Price   

 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service   # 712 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 
 

Sending Song O Master, Let Me Walk with You  # 818 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude     Allegro    Johann Gottfried Walther 
     

From Sundays and Seasons.com  Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006368.  New 

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.  Music permission by OneLicense  #A-712601.  CCLI #11172672 

Worship Has Ended…The Service Begins 
 

You are invited to sign the register each week.  People in each pew nearest the black 
book are asked to sign it & pass it down the pew. 
 



Today we are celebrating Holy Communion. We invite all baptized Christians who 
believe that Christ is truly present in this meal to join us.  We offer both wheat or gluten 
free wafers and red wine or white grape juice.  If you prefer gluten free wafers or grape 
juice, simply ask.  All children who do not receive Holy Communion in their own churches 
are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 

The Altar Flowers this morning are given to the Glory of God by the congregation. 
 

Prayer Concerns: Diane Thede, Betty Schwarck, Nelson Smith and our shut-ins.   
{Persons will remain on the Prayer List for 3 weeks unless otherwise requested.} 

 

Youth Activity Bags are located in the cry room.  These bags include activities for 
the youth to be used during worship and a snack.  Please return the bags at the end of 
the service. 
 

NOWS Disaster Response Guide With so much happening in the world, it can be 
easy to become overwhelmed and unable to understand how to help those who are 
suffering in other parts of the country. The Northwestern Ohio Synod office has 
compiled a list of resources into one comprehensive guide, to help you help others. A 
copy of this document is available this morning from a deacon if you would like one. 
 

Looking for something that used to be in the back of the Narthex or outside 

the office?  All pamphlets, magazines, monthly devotions, etc. have been 
consolidated in one place!  Everything can be found across from the main bulletin 
board on the north wall (next to the elevator). 
 

We have various collection boxes under the coat rack at the main entrance.  It you 
have items for Redeemer, the Crisis Center, Agape, and other special collections you 
will find the appropriate box in our “collection corner”. 
 

Miracle Meal, Inc. is looking for people who would be interested in being a part of 
this ministry’s planning and possibly be a part of the board.  If anyone is interested to 
hear more about this opportunity, contact the president, Rollie Kent at 419-738-2764 or 
attend the next meeting held on October 9, 2017 at 6:30 pm at the YMCA in Wapak. 
 

The 2018 Altar Flower Care schedule will soon be completed.  If anyone wishes to 
go off or be added to the schedule, please contact Sandra Stolzenburg or the office. 
 

Dartball Season 2017/2018 begins this month.  If you are interested in playing, 
please contact Jerry Sawmiller. 

October 19 Harvest Baptist at Moulton; October 26 Moulton at Jackson Twp. 
 



Directory Update:  We have a few drafts of our member directory available in the 
Narthex.  Please stop by and make sure your contact information is correct.  If you 
discontinued your land line in the last few years, please make sure it is no longer listed.  
If you prefer your phone number or email be private, you can note that. Please also 
take time to look at your family members’ contact information to make sure it is 
accurate.  Thank you for your help. 
 

You are invited to join St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Wapakoneta for a special 
commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  A presentation of the 
2003 film Luther starring Joseph Fiennes will be showing at 7:00 pm on October 30th, 
2017 at the Wapa Theatre in Wapakoneta.  Free admission!  Many thanks to the Wapa 
Theatre for hosting this event!! 
 

Birthdays this week:  Dwight Werling, Penny Kinninger 
 

Anniversaries this week:  Richard & Dorothy Krites, Jesse & Ashley Hobler, Don & 
Peggy Kruse 
 

Anyone interested in becoming a member of Trinity, you are invited to the 
lounge after Worship next week to get to know Pastor Melodi better, as well as others 
who may be joining the church.  Pastor Melodi will be glad to answer any questions 
you may have.   
 

September 24, 2017       Attendance 85 

Current Offering received:  $2,762.00 Budget Needed:  $3,213.00 

Balance in Current:  $50,302.44 

Parsonage Fund:  $4,668.17  
   

Next Sunday 

Cierra Vanover, Acolyte 

Marcia Troy, Altar Flower Care 

Bonnie Greve, Lay Reader 
 

This Week’s Schedule 

 Today   6:00 pm  Moulton 4H Advisors 

Wednesday  6:00 pm  Catechism 

7:30 pm  Choir 

 Next Sunday  9:00 am  Sunday School 

10:15 am  Worship  

11:15 am  New Member Meet & Greet 
    



Deadline for information for the weekly bulletin is Thursday at 11 am. 

The deadline for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
 

 

Response Form Information 

 

1. The next Senior Luncheon will be October 19 at 11:30 am in the 

basement.  Ms. Carla Gant will be the featured speaker.  She will tell us 

how to react with a dog that is a seeing-eye companion.  Invite a friend 

and enjoy the meal and fellowship.  You are welcome to bring cards or 

games to play afterwards.  Just call by October 16 and let us know you 

are coming.  419-738-6547 or 419-394-3198  

 

2. Trinity will be working the Recycling Center in Wapak on October 21.  If 

you can help, please sign up either on the Response Form or on the 

bulletin board.  There are permission forms available on the bulletin for 

youth who would like to help. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Check out the website each week for announcements and information.  

trinity-moulton.com 
 

Or Follow Trinity on Facebook at Trinity Lutheran-Moulton 
 

  
 

or on Instagram at trinity.lutheran.moulton 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 


