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INVOCATION   

P: O Lord Jesus, who said, “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 

people onto me,” fix our eyes this night upon your cross and draw us wholly 

to you.  Help us in your cross to see the lengths to which our sin will go.  Help 

us in the cross to see that sin is enmity to you, that sin is the destroyer of all 

beauty and truth, and the enemy of love and loving relationships.  Help us on 

the cross to see the lengths to which your love will go’ that you love us so 

much that you gave us all and held nothing back.  Help us in the cross to see 

the horror of what sin does and the wonder of your love.  Grant that we may 

experience in our lives love’s forgiving and reconciling power.  In your name 

and for your sake we pray.  Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   John 15 & 1 John 1 

C: Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  

Abide in me as I abide in you.  Those how abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.   If you abide in 

me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you.  My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples.  As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 

abide in my love.”  See what love the Father has given us, that we should 

be called the children of God; and that is what we are.   

THE NAILS OF THE PASSION 

THE PRAYER OF APPROACH      

Leader: Let us pray.   

Congregation:  O merciful God, you did not spare your only Son, but 

offered him up for us all, that he might bear our sins upon the cross.  

Grant that we might so examine ourselves that we realize our own 

sinfulness, so great as to spiritually crucify him anew.  Help us to 

recognize those nails which we drive into his cross today, and transform us 

into more faithful disciples in his name.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



HYMN  Children of the Heavenly Father  vs 1&2  # 781 

Children of the heavenly Father safely in his bosom gather; 

nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge ever was given.  

God his own doth then and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish.  

From all evil things he spares them, in his mighty arms he bears them.. 

 

THE NAIL OF ENVY           MATTHEW  20:20-28  

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and 

kneeling before him, she asked a favor of him.  And he said to her, "What 

do you want?" She said to him, "Declare that these two sons of mine will 

sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom."  But Jesus 

answered, "You do not know what you are asking.  Are you able to drink 

the cup that I am about to drink?"  They said to him, "We are able."  He said 

to them,"You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at 

my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 

prepared by my Father."  When the ten heard it, they were angry with the 

two brothers.  But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 

them.  It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among 

you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must 

be your slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 

and to give his life a ransom for many." 

 

(The first nail is driven in.) 

Sung Response 

Were you when there he taught us all to love? Were you there when he 

taught us all to love? Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 

Were you there when he taught us all to love? 

 

The Prayer  (beginning with silence) 

   Leader:   O God - help us consider how we envy others, how we desire more 

than we receive and seek to influence and rule over others.   
 

   Congregation:    O God - do not let us deceive ourselves.   Our envy hurts 

us and creates walls between us and others. 
 

   Leader:   O God, we know too that our envy hurts you. 



The Nail of Betrayal            Matthew  26:47-56 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was 

a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of 

the people.  Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will 

kiss is the man; arrest him."  At once he came up to Jesus and said, 

"Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him.  Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what 

you are here to do."  Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested 

him.  Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, 

and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.  Then Jesus said 

to him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will 

perish by the sword.  Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he 

will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?  But how then 

would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?"  At 

that hour Jesus said to the crowds, "Have you come out with swords and 

clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit?  Day after day I sat in the 

temple teaching, and you did not arrest me.  But all this has taken place, so 

that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled."  Then all the disciples 

deserted him and fled. 

 

(The second nail is driven in.) 

Sung Response 

Where you there when he walked the road alone? Were you there when he 

walked the road alone? Sometimes it cause me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 

Were you there when he walked the road alone? 

 

The Prayer  (beginning with silence) 

Leader:   O God – help us consider how we betray others, how we abandon 

them in their time of need, how we think of ourselves first.   
 

Congregation:     O God – do not let us deceive ourselves.  Our acts of 

betrayal hurt us and create walls between us and others. 
 

   Leader:  O God, we know too that our betrayal hurts you.       

                                 

HYMN   My Song of Love Unknown     # 343 

 

 



THE NAIL OF INDECISION        MATTHEW  27: 20-24 

Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for 

Barabbas and to have Jesus killed.  The governor again said to them, “Which 

of the two do you want me to release for you?”  And they said, “Barabbas.”  

Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 

Messiah?”  All of them said, “Let him be crucified!”   Then he asked, “Why, 

what evil has he done?”  But they shouted all the more, “Let him be 

crucified!”  So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a 

riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the 

crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 

 

(The third nail is driven in.) 

 

Sung Response 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Were you there when they 

crucificed my Lord? Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

The Prayer  (beginning with silence) 

Leader:   O God - help us consider how we waver, how we seek to avoid 

responsibility and to blame others for our actions. 
 

Congregation:   O God - do not let us deceive ourselves.  Our indecision 

hurts us and creates walls between us and others. 
 

Leader:   O God, we know too that our indecision hurts you. 

 

THE NAIL OF CRUELTY                              MATTHEW  27:27-31, 39-42 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's 

headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him.  They 

stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns 

into a crown, they put it on his head.  They put a reed in his right hand and 

knelt before him and mocked him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!"  They 

spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head.  After mocking 

him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then 

they led him away to crucify him.  Those who passed by derided him, 

shaking their heads and saying, "You who would destroy the temple and 



build it in three days, save yourself!  If you are the Son of God, come down 

from the cross."  In the same way the chief priests also, along with the 

scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, "He saved others; he cannot 

save himself.  He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross 

now, and we will believe in him."  

 

    (The fourth nail is driven in.) 

Sung Response 

Were you there when they mocked the son of God? Were you there when 

they mocked the son of God? Sometimes it cause me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble; Were you there when they mocked the son of God? 

 

The Prayer  (beginning with silence) 

Leader:   O God - help us consider how we are cruel to others, how we 

malign and slander    others and add to the evil that comes upon them.   
 

Congregation:     O God - do not let us deceive ourselves.  Our cruelty 

hurts us and creates walls between us and others. 
 

Leader:   O God, we know too that our cruelty hurts you. 

 

HYMN   Beneath the Cross of Jesus     # 338 

 

THE NAIL OF DERISION          MATTHEW  27:32-38 

As they went out they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they 

compelled this man to carry his cross.  And when they came to a place 

called Golgotha (which means the Place of a Skull), they offered him wine 

to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.  And 

when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 

casting lots; then they sad down there and kept watch over him.  Over his 

head they put the charge against, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the 

Jews.”  Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one 

on his left.   

 

    (The fifth nail is driven in.) 

 

 



Sung Response  

Were you there when they stripped him of his clothes.  Were you there when 

they stripped him of his clothes? Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble; Were you there when they stripped him of his clothes?   

 

The Prayer  (beginning with silence) 

Leader:  O God - help us consider how we are cruel to others, how we can 

disrespect and take dignity from others.  malign and slander others and add 

to the evil that comes upon them.   
 

Congregation:     O God - do not let us deceive ourselves.  Our derision 

hurts us and creates walls between us and others. 
 

Leader:  O God, we know too that the tension we have with others hurts you. 

 

Choir Anthem    Behold the Lamb    Beall/Carter 

 

The Nail of Hatred          Matthew 27:45-49 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 

And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ When 

some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is calling for Elijah.’ At 

once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a 

stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, ‘Wait, let us see whether 

Elijah will come to save him.’  

 

(The sixth nail is driven in.) 

 

Sung Response 

Where you there when the sun refused to shine? Were you there when the sun 

refused to shine? Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble; Were 

you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 

The Prayer  (beginning with silence) 

Leader:   O God - help us consider how we show hate to others, how we fail 

to care for others and make distinctions among them. 
 



Congregation:   O God - do not let us deceive ourselves.  Our hatred hurts 

us and creates walls between us and others. 
 

Leader   O God, we know too that our hatred hurts you 

 

HYMN   O Sacred Head, Now Wounded         # 351 

 

The Final Nail                 Matthew 27:50 

While the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two… 
46Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commend 

my spirit.’   Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 

 

 (The seventh nail is driven in.) 

HYMN     There in God’s Garden      # 342 

Narration   Matthew 27: 57-60 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, 

who was also a disciple of Jesus. 58He went to Pilate and asked for the body 

of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59So Joseph took the body 

and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which 

he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb 

and went away. 

 

CLOSING OF THE BOOK      

(Symbolizes the sealing of the tomb as the rock is pushed into place.) 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

HYMN    WERE YOU THERE     # 353 

  

NARRATION          PSALM 46 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore, we 

will not fear, thought the earth be moved.  The nations rage, and the kingdoms 

shake, God speaks, and the earth melts away.  The Lord of hosts is with us; the 

God of Jacob is our stronghold.  Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will 

be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted among the earth.   



NARRATION                            HEBREWS 2 

from Hebrews, chapter 2…:  Because he himself was tested by what he 

suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.  As it is, we do not 

yet see everything, but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made 

lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the 

suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 

everyone.  It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things 

exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their 

salvation perfect through sufferings.  For the one who sanctifies and those 

who are sanctified all have one Father.  For this reason Jesus is not ashamed 

to call us brothers and sisters, saying, “Here am I, and the children God has 

given me.”   

 

HYMN    Children of the Heavenly Father   vs 3&4  # 781 

Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever;  

unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he knoweth. 

Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children never forsaketh;  

his the loving purpose soley to preserve them pure and holy. 

 

Congregation may remain in prayer and then leave in silence. 
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April 16, Easter Morning 

We will gather for Sunrise Service including Holy Communion, 
at 7:00 am. 
Breakfast will be served at 8:00 am 
Sunday School will be at 9:am. 
Worship with Holy Communion at 10:15 am. 

 
Please Join Us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


