
Trinity Lutheran Church  Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 

Moulton, Ohio       Worship Service 10:15 a.m. 

   

 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

January 1, 2017 

 

Welcome to worship in this new year of our Lord 2017! Please greet one 

another in the spirit of Christ. 
 

Vicar Brooke Apple 
 

Organist:  Linell Hertenstein   Choir Director:  Joann Feldwisch 

Altar Flowers:   Dianne Logan  Lay Reader:  Happy Becher 

Cantor:   Keith Frische    Acolyte:  Isaiah Smith 

 



 

Welcome & Announcements 

Prelude   I Wonder as I Wander  trad. Appalachian Melody  
          with Jeff Hertenstein 
 

Gathering Song               Angels, from the Realms of Glory  # 275 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 

you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 

humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 

again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and 

serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 

made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith.  Amen. 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Kyrie      

 



 

 



 

 
 

Canticle of Praise 

 



 

 
 

Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray.  O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in 

our own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all 

the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

First Reading         Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own 

presence brings salvation. The prophet and all who read these words join in 

celebrating God’s gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act 

falsely. 

 7I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, 
  the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 
 because of all that the LORD has done for us, 
  and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
  children who will not deal falsely”; 
 and he became their savior 



 

  9in all their distress. 
 It was no messenger or angel 
  but his presence that saved them; 
 in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsive Reading                  Psalm 148 
   

  
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

  praise God in the heights. 

 2
Praise the LORD, all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you shining stars. 

 4
Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 

  and you waters above the heavens. 
 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  who commanded, and they were created, 

 6
who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 7Praise the LORD from the earth, 

  you sea monsters and all deeps; 

 8
fire and hail, snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 

 10
wild beasts and all cattle, 

  creeping things and flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 

 12
young men and maidens, 

  old and young together.  
 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

 



 

 14
The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all 

faithful servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  
 

Choir Anthem      Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year  Fedak 
  

Second Reading                      Hebrews 2:10-18 
 

Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been 

blazed for us. We do not fear death, because he has conquered the power of 

death. Thus Christ, our merciful and faithful high priest, has the final say over 

the destiny of our lives. 

10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
12saying,  
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
13And again,  
 “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again,  
 “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
  14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 
the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the 
descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters 
in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service 
of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he 
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being 
tested. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 



 

Gospel Acclamation               

 
Announcement of the Gospel 

The Gospel according to Matthew the 2nd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Gospel Lesson                          Matthew 2:13-23 
 

Matthew relates the slaughter of babies in Bethlehem as one example of evil in 

the world. Jesus has been born into this world to manifest God’s presence and 

save his people from their sins. 

13Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 
14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 
15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
  16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, 
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years 
old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then 
was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
  19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph 
got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he 



 

heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 
Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon     
 

Song                          What Child Is This?   # 296  
 

Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into 

hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offertory   Cold December Flies Away   Catalonian carol 
 

Offertory Response       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 



 

 

Offering Prayer   

Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the 

earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who 

hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast 

on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 

praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have opened the eyes of faith 

to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, 

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 



 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 

bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 

us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 



 

Invitation to Communion 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Continuous Holy Communion 
 

Song                                       O Lamb of God 

 

 
Communion Songs during Distribution 

  It Came upon a Midnight Clear  # 282 

  O Come All Ye Faithful    # 283 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  

Amen. 



 

 

Sending Song   Go Tell It on the Mountain   # 290 
  

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    The Holly and the Ivy   English carol 
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Worship Has Ended…The Service Begins 
 

You are invited to sign the register each week.  People in each pew nearest the 
black book are asked to sign it & pass it down the pew. 
 

Today we are celebrating Holy Communion. We invite all baptized Christians 
who believe that Christ is truly present in this meal to join us.  We offer both wheat or 
gluten free wafers and red wine or white grape juice.  If you prefer gluten free wafers or 
grape juice, simply ask.  All children who do not receive Holy Communion in their own 
churches are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 

The Altar Flowers this morning are given to the Glory of God by Frank & Happy 
Becher in honor of their 64th wedding anniversary which was December 27. 
 

Prayer Concerns: Lucas Regula, Larry Seibert, Ned Hobler, Jean Shugert, Rose 
Casazza, Dorothy Krites, Doris Dillon, Bob Engel, Richard Kiel, Linda Mooney, Jerry 
Harshbarger, Mike Voisin, Diane Thede, Bill Nuesmeyer, Tasha Withrow, John 
Huebner, Ron Williams, Carolyn Risner, Alan McClintock, Nicole Douglas, Charles 
Burklo, Evelyn Wagner, Dottie Hobler, Kelly Ward, Jackie Foster, Jim Waesch, Linda 
Hoedt, Lauren Cunningham, Richard Krites, Marilyn Blackburn, Hannah Vanover, 
Elmer Schultz, Jane Noveen, Marcia Perez, Dru Martin, Johnny Martin, Jean Sheaks, 
Andrea Martin & our shut-ins. 
 

Hospitalized:  Ned Hobler at Dodd Rehabilitation Hospital 
 

Christian Sympathy is extended to Brooke Apple on the passing of her 
grandmother, Mildred Apple. 
 

Year End Contribution Statements are available in the Narthex. 



 

Youth Activity Bags are located in the cry room.  These bags include activities for 
the youth to be used during worship and a snack.  Please return the bags at the end of 
the service. 
 

There are a few thank you cards from our Christmas Families on the bulletin board. 
 

The Wapak YMCA is forming an adult volleyball league.  The league is open 
to anyone over the age of 18.  Games will be played on Sunday evenings at either 5, 6 
or 7 pm.  The league will run from February-April with a small tournament at the end of 
the season.  Each team can have anywhere from 6-12 players, but must have at least 
3 women.  Cost is $10 per player.  Registration must be turned into the YMCA 
Welcome Desk by Wednesday, January 18, 2017 along with payment.  There is a sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board. 
 

Birthdays this week:  Richard Cook, Kyle Copeland, Leslie Nale, Rick Regula, 
Joseph Sutton, Sue Kirk, Mark Howell, Lori Turner, Heidi Vining, Vanessa Vining, 
Lorenzo Leal, Jr., Sheri Werling, Frank Becher 
 

December 18, 2016       Attendance 116 

Current Offering received:  $2,196.25 Budget Needed:  $3,112.50 
 

December 24, 2016 4:00      Attendance 140 

Current Offering received:  $1,872.69  
 

December 24, 2016 11:00      Attendance 70 

Current Offering received:  $1,137.50  
 

Balance in Current:  $26,167.10 

Parsonage Fund Balance:  $6,188.78  

 

This Week’s Schedule 
 

 Wednesday    6:15 pm  Catechism 

  7:30 pm  Choir 

Thursday     7:00 pm  Conflict to Communion @ St. Joe 

  8:00 pm  Dartball home v. Clay 

 Next Sunday    9:00 am  Sunday School 

     10:15 am  Worship  
                     

 
 

 



 

Next Sunday 

Kara Lochard, Acolyte 

Dianne Logan, Altar Flower Care 

Van Wright, Lay Reader 

 

 

Response Form Information 

1.  We will again host Loaves N Fishes on January 19.  We will need help 

preparing, serving, and cleaning up.  Desserts will not be needed.  Please 

sign up to let us know you can help.  Thank you! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 2017 bring you many blessings! 
 


