
 

Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Moulton, Ohio 
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Rev. Robert Gibson 

Organist: Linell Hertenstein 

 Choir Director: Joann Feldwisch 

Acolyte:  4pm, Dallas Smith 

11pm, Haley Payne  

Lay Reader:  4pm, Jeff Hertenstein 

11pm, Van Wright 

 Altar Flower Care:  Happy Becher 



Prelude (4:00)   Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine  arr. D. E. Wagner 

      (11:00)  Still, Still, Still     arr. D. E. Wagner 

Opening Hymn  O Come, All Ye Faithful    # 283  
 

Call toWorship  Based on Psalm 98  

Sing to God something brand new! 

For God has done wonderful things! 
God has not forgotten to love us all! 

Even the ends of the earth have heard! 
Make a joyful noise! 

Break forth in song! 
With strings and horns, 

sing praise to the Holy One! 
With the roaring sea and everything in it! 

With all the land and everything in it! 
The floods clap their hands. 

The hills sing for joy. 
Thank God! God is coming to set everything right: 

Justice for everyone, everything fair. 
Sing to God something brand new! 

For God has done wonderful things! 
 

Song    Angels We Have Heard on High   # 289  
   

Prayer of the day 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 

true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 

presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 

your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Song   O Little Town of Bethlehem        # 279 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  

 on them light has shined. 



 3You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

 and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

 and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

 a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

 and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Song (4pm)   What Child Is This     # 296 

Choir Anthem (11pm)  He Is Born  French Carol, R. Wetzler  
 

Titus 2:11-14   
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us 

to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live 

lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the 

blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us 

from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous 

for good deeds. 



Special Music (4:00) Mary, Did You Know?  Keith & Karissa Frische 

Song    Away in a Manger      # 277  
  

Luke 2: 1-20  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 

house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 

he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the 

time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel 

said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of 

great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 
 

Sermon            Pastor Gibson 
 



Hymn    “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”    # 270 

Prayers  

Wonderful Counselor, increase our joy as the church gathers on this holy 

night to sing of our dear Savior’s birth. May the story of salvation live in the 

hearts of all who sing of its wonders. God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 
Mighty God, you have broken the yoke of sin’s burden through the birth of 

your Son. Comfort those whose burdens distract them from the deeper peace 

of this holy night and grant them a restful mind. God of peace, 

Hear our prayer. 
Everlasting Father, uphold all who are in sorrow or need of your divine 

goodness and mercy. We remember with thanksgiving all who have died 

and who now rest in your peaceful light. God of love, 

Hear our prayer. 
Gracious God, bathe us always in the light of your Word made flesh, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Offering    (4:00)  O Little Town of Bethlehem L. W. Redner  

Choir (11pm)  Communion Carol   Tice/Dengler 
 

Words of Institution for the Holy Communion 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

 



Continuous Communion Hymns 

  In the Bleak Midwinter   # 294 

  From Heaven Above   # 268 
 

At this time we will light the candles for the singing of “Silent Night” 
 

“Silent Night, Holy Night!” 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child, 

Holy infant, so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar. 

Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light. 

Radiant beams from your holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

Benediction: 

P: Now may the Almighty Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. + 

C: Amen. 

P: Go in Peace, 

C: Thanks be to God! 

Closing Hymn    Joy to the World    # 267 
 

Postlude   Ding Dong Merrily on High   arr. D. E. Wagner 
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We wish you a happy and joyous Christmas!  

May the life of the Christ child be radiated in our lives all year long! 

  



Thank you Keith & Karissa Frische for providing special music at the early 

service. 

Thank you to the ensemble for accompanying some of our hymns:  Jason 

Risner, Marcia Troy, Sheri Werling, Karissa Frsiche, Alexandra Monnin, 

Rebekah Monnin, Jessica Sawmiller, & Roger Phillips. 

Today we are celebrating Holy Communion. We invite all baptized Christians 

who believe that Christ is truly present in this meal to join us.  We offer both 

wheat or gluten free wafers and red wine or white grape juice.  If you prefer 

gluten free wafers or grape juice, simply ask.  All children who do not receive 

Holy Communion in their own churches are invited to come forward for a 

blessing. 

The altar flowers today are given to the Glory of God by Frank & Happy 

Becher. 

You are invited to sign the register.  People in each pew nearest the black 

book are asked to sign it & pass it down the pew. 

Prayer Concerns: Larry Seibert, Ned Hobler, Jean Shugert, Rose Casazza, 

Dorothy Krites, Doris Dillon, Bob Engel, Richard Kiel, Linda Mooney, Jerry 

Harshbarger, Mike Voisin, Diane Thede, Bill Nuesmeyer, Tasha Withrow, 

John Huebner, Ron Williams, Carolyn Risner, Alan McClintock, Nicole 

Douglas, Charles Burklo, Evelyn Wagner, Dottie Hobler, Kelly Ward, Jackie 

Foster, Jim Waesch, Linda Hoedt, Lauren Cunningham, Richard Krites, 

Marilyn Blackburn, Hannah Vanover, Elmer Schultz, Jane Noveen, Marcia 

Perez, Dru Martin, Johnny Martin, Jean Sheaks, Andrea Martin & our shut-

ins. 
 

Christian Sympathy is extended to Mark & Deb Casazza.  Mark’s father, 

Walter Casazza passed away on December 19. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The poinsettias that beautify out sanctuary have been given to the Glory of God by 

the following people: 

Frank & Happy Becher in memory of Diane Becher 

Robert & Shirley Ann Engel in memory of Loved Ones 

Dianne Logan in honor of Family 

Bruce & Deb Monnin in memory of our grandparents and in honor of our 

family 

Roger & Marian Phillips in memory of Loved Ones 

Jerry & Nikki Sawmiller in memory of Jane Sawmiller 

Kerm Stroh Family in memory of Elmer & Emma Stroh, Mary Lu Stroh, 

Daniel Stroh, Ollie & Marguerite Schwerr, and Charles “Buck” Stroh 

Jackie Williams in memory of Cloice & Maxine Williams and Deb & Fred 

Fiebelkorn 

 

 

 


