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500th Anniversary of the Reformation  
Sunday, October 29th   

Martin Luther wrote The Freedom of a Christian in response to the Pope’s 

criticisms of his teaching. Contrary to popular belief, Luther wasn’t opposed 

to the Catholic Church as such; it was more that he thought they were wrong about some crucial 

things, and should admit the errors of their ways and agree with him instead. The Freedom of a 

Christian comes accompanied with a charming little letter which goes something like this: 

Dear Pope Leo, 

I want to make it clear that, while I've attacked the ungodly doctrines of the Catholic Church 

and your terribly corrupt followers, I've never attacked you personally. Sometimes I actually 

stand up for you, and to show you just how much I wish you well, I've sent you this little trea-

tise, explaining why  you are wrong and I am right. Lots of love, Luther 

Luther’s argument revolves around two basic principles:  1. A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, 

subject to none.  2. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant, subject to all.   

This week, my daughter was upset with how we were treating her and she said to me, “Leave me 

alone! You are supposed to treat others the way you want to be treated!” I know I have a lot to learn 

still about parenting, but in her voice I hear our culture shaping her and twisting what the scrip-

tures really say.  This was exactly what Martin Luther’s frustrations were with what was going on 

within the church.  First of all, we are never alone!  We are never truly free from God and from our 

neighbor.  In Christ we are free, but we are not free to treat others how we want, but how Christ 

would want us to treat others.  This is just one of the many gifts of freedom we will discuss through 

a six week series Oct. 22-Nov. 26th on The Freedom of a Christian and together we will wrestle with 

what it really means to be free in Christ in our culture today.   

Pastor Melodi Hagen   



Being in the body of Christ, we focus on proclaiming the  
gospel, growing as disciples, and sharing God’s love. 

Trinity’s Stewardship Corner: Where are we seeing God’s gifts being received and shared?   
 

 Thank: Thank you for stopping in and welcoming Pastor Melodi and 
her family! Thank you for the great installation service, peaches, corn, 
homemade cookies, bread, phone calls, and lots of prayers and sup-
port in her first month.  

 Tell: During the installation service we received over $700 to share 
with Aaron Peitsmeyer Medical fund to support his family through his 
liver cancer treatments.  

 Ask: How are you seeing God generously give you gifts?  How might 
God be calling you to share your gifts with others?  

 Support: Pastor Lori from Redeemer Lutheran in Toldeo, Trinity’s 
partner church, sent us a letter in need of financial support for this 
fall. Please contact Pastor Melodi if you would like to give a special 
offering this month.  

 Service: Volunteers are needed to help serve at the Recycling Center in Wapakoneta Satur-
day, Oct. 21st.  

 Prayer: Please pray for a fruitful and safe harvest for our hard working farmers.  

How do I become a member of Trinity?   
Since I have arrived, many people have asked, “What do I have to do to be-
come a member?”  And my response is, “Nothing!”   
You are already a member of the body of Christ through Jesus.  But, if you 
would like to “officially” join our church family here at Trinity, and get to 

know other new members and Pastor Melodi better, Save these dates: Sunday, Oct. 8
th

 Meet and 
greet of new members following worship & Sunday, Nov. 19

th
 New Members will be “officially” 

acknowledged in worship.  

“Dallas gave us this prayer rock this past Sunday 
after church. Jeff told him we would take it on va-
cation. Now the prayer rock is at the very top of the 
fire tower at Mohican State Park! We hope some-
one else will find it :)” Molly Zellers, 9-19-17 



Just a reminder, our October Senior Luncheon is the 19th and will 

feature Ms. Carla Gant as our speaker.  She will tell us how to react 

with a dog that is a seeing- eye companion.  I am sure it will be en-

lightening.  As usual we will begin at 11:30.  Invite a friend, enjoy 

the meal and fellowship.  You are welcome to bring cards or games 

to play afterwards.  Just call and let us know you are coming.        

419-738-6547or 419-394- 3198.  

LUTHER AND THE REFORMATION  By Rev. Roger G. Phillips 
 

 The spark that lit the fire of the Reformation was the indulgence controversy.  That and other corrupt 
and unbiblical practices had smoldered for years in the Catholic church.  Other reformers had attempted to 
reform the church from within, as had Luther.  The others were excommunicated, persecuted, and in some 
instances, burned at the stake.  John Wycliffe led reform in England (translated the Bible into English), Jan 
Hus in Slovakia, Giavonia Savonarola in Italy, Ulrich Zwingli in Switzerland, and John Calvin in France.  It was 
the protection of Luther’s prince (governor of his state) in Germany that kept Luther safe. 
 Luther condemned the corrupt practice of the sale of indulgences.  Indulgences were documents giv-
en to the faithful in return for prayer, penitence, pilgrimage to a shrine, a good deed, ESPECIALLY the pay-
ment of MONEY.  An individual could purchase an indulgence to free one from the penalty of sin. 
 The theory behind it was that Christ and the Saints had achieved so much merit in their lives that the 
excess merit was placed in a heavenly bank on which the pope could draw for people on earth or in purgato-
ry (halfway habitat between earth and heaven).  The money paid could then be used by the church to pay for 
the building of St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome and the expensive artists like Michelangelo to embellish Rome. 
 Archbishop Albert in Germany owed a lot of money to Pope Leo X.  The Pope granted Albert the right 
to sell indulgences.  Albert’s agent was a monk named Johannes Tetzel, whose flamboyant marketing tech-
niques created a huge demand for the indulgences.  Tetzel was playing on the emotions of the people, say-
ing, Why would you have your relatives suffer in purgatory, when, with the clink of a coin in the chest, their 
soul flies free? 
 On October 31, 1517, Luther nailed a document on the door of the castle church (town bulletin 
board) which contained the 95 Theses, that criticized the abuses of the indulgence system.  He intended 
them to be debated. 
 However, THIS CHAIN OF EVENTS WAS THE REFORMATION of the church.  All Luther’s attempts at 
good works could never satisfy an angry God, his judge.  Finding no peace for his soul for so long, Luther fi-
nally found his peace through his study and teaching of the Psalms and Paul’s New Testament letters.  Spe-
cifically in Romans, “By GRACE are we saved, through faith.”  It is a gift of God – forgiveness, salvation.  Ro-
mans 1:17 -The Righteous will live by faith.  Romans 5:1-2 – We are justified through faith.  We have peace 
with God through our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 Martin Luther gave justification (saved) by grace through faith its rightful place for all Christians then 
and now.  With reform movements in all churches, including the Catholic Church, we agree on more than we 
disagree.  Thanks be to God. 
 Source:  Halley’s Bible Handbook   

Sunday School Schedule for October:  
 

The story: David & Goliath  
The bible verse: I will live in the Lord’s House as long as I live. Psalm 23:6 
Oct. 1st Family Sunday School (Kids are invited to bring a parent or grandparent, 
bible, and candle time bags)  
Oct. 8th, 15th, 22nd Kids will learn about David through the bible, games, and craft. 
Oct. 29th The kids will practice their songs and skit to share in worship.  



 



Office hours 8:00 

am-1:pm,  

Monday through 

Friday 

The deadline for information for 
the weekly bulletin is  
Thursday at 11:00 am.  

The deadline for information for the  
newsletter is the 15th of the month.   

The Prayer Shawl group will meet 

on Wednesday, October 11 at 10 

am and October 28 at 9:30 am.  You 

are welcome to come any length of 

time you want.  If you are staying 

through lunch, pack a sack lunch.  

A tentative schedule for future meetings is available from 

Susan Lengerich.  Let her know if you need one. 

What to say about Trinity’s garden this year; not sure. For many folks  
gardens are done by now and put to bed until next spring.  Trinity’s has pretty much 
bit the dust too. It seems strange to reference “bit the dust,” after having so much 
rain before it was planted and so much after it was planted too.  It didn’t produce like 
we had hoped , but what it did produce helped feed some people in our area.  We are 
still picking tomatoes and some green peppers.  The tomatoes may actually be the 

best crop we had. We want to say a big THANK YOU to all who had a hand in working the garden whether 
planting, hoeing, weeding,  picking, or delivering the produce.  Many, many thanks for your dedication! 

Save the Date:  Christmas Eve Worship Services:  

Sunday, December 24th:                                   

10:15am Christmas Family Worship                                                     

(Includes Sunday school Christmas presentation)                                                      

and 7:30pm Candlelight Worship  

  

Anyone who wishes to participate in  
Dartball, please contact Jerry Sawmiller.   
We will have a schedule available soon for 
anyone who is interested. 

Recycling: 
Trinity will be working Recycling in Wapak 

on October 21 from 8 am to noon. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board or the  

Response Form if you are able to help.  Youth 
under 18 must have a permission form filled 
out to work.  These forms are also available 

on the bulletin board. 



 

PRESIDENT  Tracey Wright  
VICE-PRESIDENT  Susan Lengerich 

TRUSTEES  Happy Becher, Jerry Sawmiller, Kevin Bubp 
DEACONS   Mike Smith, Chris Smith, Van Wright 

ELDERS   Bonnie Greve, Roger Phillips 

Parsonage Fund 
Balance as of 

September 20, 2017 
$4,643.17 

 

Net Payoff on Loan as of 
September 20, 2017  

$15,326.07 

 

WEEKLY  
ATTENDANCE 

 

Sept 3 88 

Sept 10 79 

Sept 17 94 

 
 

Average 2017:  74 

 

Bank Account Balance Less Dedicated   As of September 20, 2017 
 

Regular Checking      $78,276.64 
 Permanent Improvement                  4,201.76 
 Sunday School             3,013.89 
 Family Ministries      761.67 
 Youth Fund               6,331.60 
 Benevolence    3,837.33 
         Synod               719.50 
  Local Benevolence   1,400.00 
  World Hunger      0.00   
  Garden               233.50 
  Christmas Families      925.84 
  Funeral Dinners  153.49 
  Navajo        5.00 
  Redeemer       0.00 
  ELCA Disaster Resp  400.00 
    
 Men In Missions      894.55 
 Memorials    4,210.42 
  Memorial Fund         2,815.42 
  Pew Cushion Fund   1,395.00  
 
 Prayer Shawl Ministry     436.79 
 Media Fund    1,996.43 
 Community Outreach      265.73 
 Kitchen Improvement   1,428.94 
               27,379.11 
           78,276.64 
                                                                                      -27,379.11 
             Total Current available                                   $ 50,897.53 

 

Church Office:  
419-738-6547 (or) 419-394-3198 

trinitylc@bright.net 

secretary@trinity-moulton.com 

Pastor Melodi: 
701-331-9412 

mhagen001@luthersem.edu 

Peace if possible, but truth at 
any rate. ~ Martin Luther 



PRAYER CONCERNS  
 

We pray for all of these people both in front of the altar and in our hearts.  
We ask for God’s comforting hand upon them and their loved ones.  

Shut-ins:   
Marilyn Blackburn 
Janet Copeland 
Ruth Frazier 
Dottie Hobler 
Richard & Dorothy Krites 
Imogene Miller 
Betty Schwarck 
Evelyn Wagner 

     Our Military Friends and 
Family: 

Greg Hare & wife Chrissy 
 Dane Chisholm 

F. Name L. Name Relationship Reason/Health Concern 

Betty Schwarck Member General Health 

Nelson Smith Member General Health 

Diane Thede Friend of Dianne Logan Cancer/Chemo 

Shut-ins    

Join the ladies of Sarah Circle for Bible Study!  
Sarah Circle meets on Monday October 16 at 1:30 
p.m. at Trinity.  We will have a bible study, social-
ize, and share a dessert. There is no offering require-
ment.  
 

This year we have talked about studying Martin Luther to coincide 
with the anniversary. So if you want to learn and share-  all new 
members are welcome! 

Christian Sympathy is extended to the family of 
Ruth Doering whose sister-in-law, Eula 
Doering, passed away on August 29.  

 

Congratulations to  
Zachary Voisin & Abigail Roeder 

on the birth of  
Iliamna Marie Voisin.   
She was born August 31.  

Grandparents are  
Michael & Diane Voisin. 
Great-grandparents are  

Larry & Linda Lee. 

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church ELCA, 
Thank you so much for your donation of $636.43 to the Clean Water for Peru Effort 
and International mission efforts of Group Cares.  On behalf of Group Cares, our 
staff and the thousands of people we serve, we want you to know how much we appre-
ciate your support. 
Tim Gilmour, President, Group Cares  
(the complete letter is on the bulletin board) 

Congratulations to Shawn and Jennifer Mann 
who were married on September 2. 

Betty Schwarck at St. Ritas 
 
Nelson Smith at OSU 

On September 17 Trinity celebrated the baptism of  

Carson Alden Hirschfeld.  Carson is the son of  

Alden & Lauren Hirschfeld and great-grandson of  

Roger & Marian Phillips.  Congratulations! 
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